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PREFACE 


READER 


* HEN all Men are under a 
ſtrong Propenſion, which zs 
originated in their Nature, 
either to diſpiſe the Law of God, or to 
7705 the Grace of the Goſpel,- I cannot 
ut be ſenſible that whatever is pleaded 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Law, and 
arged to do right to the Grace of God, 
will meet with a very hoſtile treatment 
from them who are Strangers to the New 
Birth, and to that Wiſdom which is from. 
r 
The Libertines who pretend with great 
ſpeciouſneſs to advance the Grace of God, 
ick not to trample under foot his Law. 
When they appear ſo warm in pleading 
for Grace, that they cannot without a 
breach of Patience hear the neceſſary In- 
| 2 Sh % culca- 


rn rler! 
=_— culcation of Moral Duties, it is to co- 
ver their Rancour againſt Holineſs, and 
their indulgent tenderneſs to their own 
reigning and unchequ'd Corruptions. If 
they defire to hear of the Prlviledges of 
a Chriſtian, it is that their repoſe in the 
arms of their beloved Luſts may not be 
dliſturbd, and that they may prevent 
their being roundly and ſeverely chid by 

their guilty Conſcience for the wilful neg- 
lect of their Duty. | 

As this is the predominant Temper of 

all Libertines on the one hand, fo on the 
other they who are of a pharaſaick and 
legal Mould, altho they ſeem waſtly to 
differ from the Libertines, yet agree 
with them in a real Oppoſition to the 

= Law of God. When they expreſs the 

1 Hhigbeſt reſpect to the Law of God in 
| 


Words, they then hate a cloſe conformity 
to it in their Hearts, If they ſpeak 
well of the Law they muſt have it brought © 
dom to their own Standard, and when 
they commend the Law, it is only to pal- 
liate their enmity againſt the Goſpel. 
If they profeſs to be willing to hear of 
their Duty, it is to\maſque their ſecret 
Rebellion againſt the Divine Majeſty of 
God, and that they may under a diſguiſe 
of Zeal for the Law levy war W 
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To the Reader. 
the Doctrine of Grace, and ſpit ort their 
Venom againſt it with unbridled Fury. 
There are ſome who diſturb the Chry- 
ſtal Streams of the Water of the Sanctu- 
ary with the Mud of their legal Opinions, 

' whoſe Lives effefttualy confute their bold 
unwarranted Aſſertions. They will plead 
that the Holineſs of Believers gives 
them a Right and Title to Heaven, when 

yet it is evident to the impartial Ob- 
ſervers of their Converſation, that they 
believe not a word of what they them. 
ſelves ſay and affirm. If they were to 
have their admiſſion into Heaven becauſe 
of their perſonal Holineſs, they grve 
too plain proofs by their walking, that 
they put themſelves far out of the way 
of entring into the City of God, which is 
I'd with ſpotleſs Inhabitants. 
\ When both Libertines and Legaliſts 
| agree in their Endea vours to undermine 
and weaken the Authority of the Law 
of God, and to do the greateſt Injury to 
the free and rich Grace of the Geſpel, 7 
have labour'd to ſay ſomething which 
may free the Law from their nefarious 
Attempts, and at the ſame time preſerve. 
the due Luſtre of the Doftrine of Grace. 
What I have done has been with a true 
regard to the Glory of God, the Good of 
by A434. Mens 
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ien s Squls, and in compliance with te 
evidence of Truth which is — 
and kyows not how ta. die. Truth may 
lee bore down for a while, but it will riſe 
ain; and it may be covered with dark 
5 far a time, but it will break aut 
with Joy and Triumph ta its Friends, 
but with Confuſion and Jerror to its 
Enemies. 

It may be thought that my Cenſure is 
too _ of the Opinion of them who 
ſay, That in the. room. of the Law of 
Works, God has given a new Goſpel 
Law of milder Terms as a remedy for 
falln Man, whereby: Faith, Repen- 
tance, and ſincere Obedience, are ac- 
cepted of God for Chriſt's ſake, as 
our immediate, or at /eaf, as our ſub- 
- ordinate Righteouſneſs for Juſtifica- 
tion. 

"If any judge that I bave run tos high | 
in cenſuring this Opinion, I have this 
4% plead, that I apprehend the. Opinion 
of a New Law to be à pernicious Er- 
ror of a latent yet large extent, that 
overthrows the. Goſpel of 7 Chril, aud is 
a. ſerviceable . prop both for Popery and 
Socinianiſm. The malignant Tendenc 
of the, New. Lam is ſuch, that the great 
* 7 the ee have been 7 
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teſt happen d in the Univerſity of Cam- 


bridge between Petrus Baro M 


argaret- 
Profeſſor, and Mr. Chadderton, (a 


terwards Maſter of Emmanuel-College) 
about ſome Heterodox Opinions vented 
by Baro. 

Mr. Chadderton charged this as 
a Falfbood in Baro, Fides juſtifteans non 
præcipitur in decalogo. 

The Deſign of Petrus Baro in dem- 
ing juſtifying Faith to be commanded in 
the Ten Commandments or Moral 


Law, was that he might with plauſtbie 


lity maintain that it was commanded by 


2 Goſpel Law. This fubtile Adverſary 


knew that if it were granted that juſti- 


ins Faith is not commanded in the 


Moral Law, then it would follow that 
there muſt be a New Gofpel Law 7o 
command it. 

This Opinion of Petrus Baro was then 
thought a Heterodoxy of that Infeition 
and hurtful conſequence, that Dr. John 
Whiegift ( who in Ny exerciſe of his 
Archipiſcopal Power was far from be- 
ing a Friend to Puritanes, or to any 
\ peculiar ro chem) did not ceaſe 


A4 till 


The Pxezrace 
till Baro was removed from his Place, 
leſe he ſhould corrupt the young Students 


in Divinity. 


It is ſaid that Baro had 


the honour to reſign ; but he did it, le- 
cauſe he foreſaw hat if he refusd he 


would be forc'd to do it: 


He bimſelf 


Jays of his Removeal, fugio ne fugarer. 
Dr. Fuller's Hiſtory of the Univerſity 


of Cambridge. 


* Petrus Baro ſuit in Au- 


glia Profeſſor, ſcripto libro 


ſatis ſpecioſo, de præſtantia 
legis: quo quidem homo, 
plenus ſemipelagiamſmis(ob 
quos coactus eſt ſuam ſta» 


tionem deſerere) ut juſti- 


ficationem ex operibus ſta- 
tueret, docuit legem datam 


elle i in Inſtrumentum fœde- 


ris gratiæ, id eſt evangelii 
concionem. Itaque talia ibi 
legas dogmata, quæ papi- 


This Baro who. was a 
crafty Advocate for the 
New Law, is cenſured by 
Melchior Leydecker a 
learned Foreigner, as 
holding ſeveral things 
that were more Popiſh 
than Reformed ; 2 he 
ſays that be was forced 
to deſert his ſtation. * 


ſtica magis ſunt quam reformata. Veritas Evangelica trium- 
phans. Lib, 3. Cap. 9. pag. 978. 


Dr. Whitgiſt, whoſtop'd Baro in his 
Career, was = 0 w Archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury, but liv 


at a time — — be 


might g the Spirit of the Compoſers 

of the Doctrinal Articles of the Church 
of England, and therefore was much 
wore able ta erect the Standard of the 
current and approved Doctrine of the 
eforeſaid Church than any late Mo- 


dern 
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dern and Right Reverend Expoun- 
ders. | | 
It would be a great advantage to 
Chriſtianity, the leading Gentlemen 
in the National Church of England 
did now follow Dr. Whitgift in his exem- 
plary Zeal againſt Errors, and were as 
warm to defend the DoCtrinal Articles 
which they themſelves ſolemnly ſub- 
ſcribe, againſt the Inſults of daring E- 
nemies, as they are to plead for their 
Secular Intereſt, and to oppreſs and per- 
ſecute them who are thought no Friends 
to their Eccleſiaſtick Grandeur. As 
it will not be for their Comfort, to give 
pregnant proofs of their being over; care- 
ful of their own things when they are 
careleſs about the Great Truths of God, 
aud to ſtrive with a watchful Induſtry to 
preſerve untouch d the Cobwebs of the 
Temple, when they are unconcern'd at the 
vigorous Efforts that are made to ſhake 
and pull down the Pillars of it : ſo it is 
not for their Honour, and can be no evis 
dence either of their Sincerity or In- 
genuity, to aſſume the Title of Sons, 
when they ſpit in the Face of their Fa- 
thers. 

When Men of Eminency have ſbem d 
their averſion to the Notion of a New 


Goſpel 


The PxeFace 

Goſpel Law, altho 7 cannot be ſo vain 
as to compare my ſelf with them, yet I 
muſt take liberty rather to follow them 
as they were Followers of Chriſt, chan 
to be lifted with ſuch as fall as much 
Mort of them for Learning and Ability, 
as they do for Honeſty and Integrity. 
that have had the trouble to con» 
tend with the Friends of the New Law, 
have wot been without reaſon to complain 
of their Obſcurity and want of Upright- 
neſs to {peak out their Sentiments free- 
ly. When they are preſs d by fair, cloſe 
and ſtrenuous Arguments, they then be- 
| Bake themſelves to their uſual heſitatiars, 
and hide themſelves behind the Intrench- 
ments aud Breaſft-works of long Clauſes, 
ſerplex d Periods, and cloudy Diftintti- 
ons, which are not mare intelligible thay 
the pretended Oracles of Delphos. This 
does witneſs againſt them that ir is not 
2 Child of Light, It a Child of Dark- 

neſs, which is the Product of their un- 
- profitable Speculations. | 

The Opinion of the New Law has nei- 
_ ther a Vital Root, nor brings forth a- 
ny Good Fruit. As it is 4 mere Ens 
rationis which has no Foundation in the 
Scriptures, ſo all Practical Godlineſs 
decays and expires under the droppings 
| 4 5 ; | "> of 
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of this Error. It wuſt with regret ze 
ſaid of the beſt of them who are zea- 
lous Contenders for the New Law, that 
as they are guilty of ſwelling Pride, in- 
tolerably foud and conceited of their 
own Opinions, aud maſt partial and 
Lind with reſpeci to their own ſervile 
Followers and Admirers ; ſo they are 
exceeding bitter againſt them who con- 
tradict their Magiſterial Deciſions, aud 
are uncharitably credulous of all un- 
grounded Surmiſes and falſe Stories 
which may officiouſly blemiſh the Re- 
putation of their Oppoſers, Whey they 
ſpeak loud for Peace, it is that free gaar- 
ter may be given to their Errars, aud 
that they may propagate them without 
controul; when they hyperbolically ap- 
plaud Union, it is that they may fight 
without reſiſtaues; aud when they com- 
mend Univerſal Love, it u to cover tbeir 
own narrow and ſtrait Spirits from the 
view of them who have more of Good 
Affections than of a quick and diſcern- 
ing Judgment. The aforeſaid politick 
Methods are the Artifices of Fleſhly Wit 
dom and the hidden things of Diſho- 
neſty, which ought to be lamented. and 
renounc'd, but never imitated, becauſe 
they are moſt hateful to the God : of 
MX. TD A i 
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Truth, and cannot endure the day of a 
Fiery Tryal. Sek 
bave added, to what I have ſaid, 
Of the Eſtabliſhment of the Law by 
the Goſpel, a Caution againſt Pre- 
ſumption in a time of Proſperity. This 
Advice can never be out of ſeaſon, be- 
cauſe in Proſperity we are as apt to be 
ſecure, as in Adverfity we are to be too 
fearful. We are not more forward to 
repine under Aflidtion, than we are to 
preſume whey we proſper, Eliſha pray d 
for a double portion of the Spirit that 
was in Elijal, 2 Kings 2. 9. © 
A good reaſon is given by a noted and 
4 famed Writer why Eliſha needed a dou- 
| A le portion of the Spirit of 
AEliſau cum magno Elijah, becaufe ( ſaith be) 
honore & feeculi digni- Elitha had the Gift of Pro- 
tare Prophetiz deuum pheſy with great Honour and 


 hibuir ; Alias profugus 


& perſecatus. Aug. de worldly Dignity, but Eli- 

murob. Lib. a. Cap. 26. jah was baniſhed and per- 
50 122 ↄ — £5 andy 1» 1 

Elijah was not in ſo much danger of 

falling in with Temptations to Diſtruſt 

aud Impatience by his Diſtreſs and the 

Wo: Id's Frowns, ' as Eliſha was of being 

turn d afide by his Preferment and the 

World's Smiles. \ 


. \ S \& 4 
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to the Reader. 

I ſhall conclude with Supplications to 
Jeſus Chriſt the Eternal Son of God, 
to bleſs what I have done in his ſtrength, 
and to make it ſucceſsful, to confirm his 
Followers in the Faith, to fence them a- 
gainſt Errors, to antidote them againſt 
Pride and Preſumption, to arm them a- 
gainſt Temptations, ta make them fruit- 
ful in all the Works of Righteouſneſs, 
and to perſwade them to live to the Praiſe 
of the Glory of his Grace, 


September 23d. 
1703. 


Richard Taylor. 


THE 


TEE 


LAW 


Eſtabliſhed by the 


GOSPEL 


Rom. Ch. ii. Ver. 31. 
Do we then make void the Law throug 
Faith? God forbid : yea we eſta- 


ay the Law. 
| 1 ſtified before God, whether 
they be Jews or Gentiles, 
are juſtified by Faith in the Righteouſ- 
neſs — Chriſt without the deeds of the 
Law, took care to prevent all Miſtakes 
about what he had ſaid, and to keep 
any from thinking thar he * 


HE Apoſtle having ſhew'd 
that all Sinners ws are ju- 


De LAW Eſtabliſhed 
the Obligations which Men lie under 
to obedience, when he threw the whole 
of a Sinner's Juſtification on the Free 
Grace of God through Chriſt. When 
he had prov'd the Doctrine of Juſti- 
fication by Faith in the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, which is a myſterious and 
a ſublime Truth that can never be un- 
derſtood or rightly apprehended with- 
out a Spiritual Union, or a Divine 
Supernatural Light coming down from 
above, he foreſaw the Extravagancies 
and Extremes that Men of corrupt 
Minds would run into on the one fide, 
and on the other.. 
1. He knew what a loud Clamour | 
or Outcry. ſome would raiſe againſt 
this Doctrine, as if it made 3 the 
Law of God, and were deſtruQive to 
good Works. 
2. He knew what abſurd and falſe 
Inferences others would draw from it 
in favour of Epicuriſm and Senſuality, 
as if we might caſt off all regard to 
the Law of God, becauſe we are not 
juſtified by our Obedience to it, but 
are only juſtified by the Free Grace 
of God through the A een that 
is e See * 


jp p * 
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. by the GOSPEL. 
The Apoſtle foreſceing how this 
Doctrine would be miſrepreſented and 


loaded with injurious Reproaches by 
ſome, and how it would be perverted 


by others, took a courſe to wipe off all 


unjuſt Slanders that might be thrown 
on this Doctrine on the one hand, and 
to condemn all Abuſes of it on the o- 
ther; and therefore he does in the 31/7 
Verſe of this Chapter vindicate him- 
ſelf and the Preachers of the Goſpel 
from the falſe charge of making void 
the Law of God: Do we then (faith 
he) make void the Law through Faith 3 
God forbid : yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. 

There are two things in the Words, 
1. A Queſtion. 2. The Anſwer whicli 
is given to the Queſtion. 

1. A Queſtion. Do we then make 
void the Law thro Faith? it is as if he 
had ſaid, when we teach that Sinners 
are juſtified by Faith in the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt without the Deeds of 


the Law, do we by this Doctrine make 


void the Law, and encourage Perſons, 
without any Remorſe or Trouble in 


their Conſcience, to live in the wil | 


ful Breach of the Law, and to make 
it void in their Practice? Do's the Do- 
Erine that we preach any ways ener- 

EY 4M vate 
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The LAW Eſtabliſped 

vate or impair the ſtrength of the ma- 

ny inviolable Tyes and Engagements 

that we are laid under to live in ſub- 

jection to God, and in obedience to 
. 

The Apoſtle was not without a 
pre-apprehenſion of what would ſtart 
and riſe up in the Hearts of Men about 
this Doctrine, and therefore he asked 
the Queſtion himſelf, that he might 
give a fit and a fair Anſwer to it. 
Men are either ready to ſuppoſe that 
the Law is made void if the Opinion 
of Juſtification by the Works of it be 
diſprovd and preachd down ; or, 
they preſently ſurmiſe, that there is 
no neceſſity of Good Works, if their 
Works muſt be no part of their juſti- 
fying Righteouſneſs before God. This 
kind of arguing, which is moſt re- 
motely diſtant from Truth, is the re- 
ſult of that depraved and degenerate 
Temper which is predominant in all 
Sinners ſince the Fall. What Spirit is 
it that has got the aſcendent in them? 
IJanſwer. It is the Spirit either of the 
Libertine, or of the Phariſce. They 
are either for a Liberty to ſin, and to 
live without any Yoke, and ſo rebel 
againſt the Law of God; or, they 

| arc 
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are of a Pharaſaick Diſpoſition, and 
ſo diſpute againſt the abſolute Freeneſs 
of the Promiſe, and will not have 
Heaven as a Gilt, but as a Debt, or 
as Wages for their Work. They are 
either impatient of reſtraint, and ſo 
will not conform to God in his Holi- 
neſs, or they are ſor ſetting up the 
Idol of their own Righteouſneſs, and 
ſo refuſe to be ſaved by the Grace of 
God. If the Libertize hears of Juſti- 
fication without Works, he then en- 
tertains a preſumptuous Conceit that 
he may trample upon the Law of God, 

fulfil all his Luſts, and be as like the 
Devil as he can in his Lite here, and 
yet get to Heaven hereafter. Again. 
When the Pharaſaick Sinner (whoſe 
Spirit 1s caſt into a Legal Mould ) 
hears that there is no Jultification be- 
fore God by the Deeds of the Law, 

and that he muſt not dare to mingle 
his own Tears with Chriſt's precions 
Blood, or join the Shreds of his cripled 
Duties to Chriſt's perſect Obedience, 

he then frets and fumes, raves and 
rages, and ſticks not to throw out 
the Froth and Scum of his Blaſphe- 
mies in the Face of Chriſt, and quar- 
rels wu the Doctrine of the a 

| B 2 
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as if it made void the Law of God. 

The Apoſtle by the Queſtion which 
he asked, took occaſion to confute 
the Libertine, and to confound the 
Phariſee, Do we then make void the 
Law thraugh Faith > Do we vacate the 
Law when we publiſh a Doctrine to 
the World which excludes all Works 
from the Juſlification of a Sinner be- 
fore God: 4 

2. Here is the Anfwer which the 
Apoille gives to the Queſtion. 

1. He aniwers it by way of Aver- 
fation. God forbid. It is as if he had 
faid, let it be far from us to draw any 
ſuch conſequence as this is, from a 
Doctrine ſo glorious and comfortable. 
It is that which never entred into our 
Hearts, and the Truth that we plead 
for has not the leaſt tendency to lead 
to it. The Apoſtle thruſts from him 
with Indignation ſuch a Concluſion, 
as fit to have a Curſe fix d on it. 

2. He proves the Falſhood of the 
Charge from the effect which the 
preaching of the Goſpel has tor the 
eſtabliſhment of the Law, contrary to 
what licentious Sinners imagine, and 
what furious Legaliſts affirm. Tea, 
we eftabliſh the Law. We are 1 far 
R 4 rom 
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from making void the Law, that we 
eſtabliſh it by the preaching, of the 
Goſpel. When it is thought that we 
make it void, we eſtabliſh it. Nos 
i eb. We do not pull the Law 
down, but we'make it to fland. 

The Doctrine of Faith, which is a 
Doctrine of Free Grace, leaves no 
room for good Works in the Juſtifica- 
tion of a Sinner before God : but it 

produces them in the life of a Chri- 
lan. It removes them from the leaſt 
cauſality in our Juſtification: but it 
gives birth to them as the Fruits of 
our being juſtified by Chriſt. It takes 
from — all Title and Claim of be- 
ing Cauſes of our Salvation: but it 
incorporates them with our Sal vation 
as parts of it. We are not accepted 
of God, or ſaved becauſe of aur Good 
Works: but we are made a People 
zealous of Good Works, becauſe we 
are ſaved by Grace. We are not re- 
deemed becauſe of our Obedience: 
but we ſhall be obedient to the Law 
of God, when we are the Objects of 
his redeeming Love. 

The Doctrine which I ſhall raiſe 
from the Words, is this, 
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OW; ſhall endeavour to give a true 


The LAW Eſtabliſbed 


It is by the preaching of the Goſpel, 
as it is a Goſpel of Free Grace, that the 
Law of God is eſtabliſhed. 


The proſecution of this Doctrine 
may neither be unſeaſonable nor un- 
profitable, if God be pleaſed to favour 
it with a Bleſſing. In ſpeaking to it 
I ſhall do ſeven things. 


J. I ſhall ſhew what that Law 7s which 
is eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel. 


Il, 7 ball ſhew what the Goſpel is 
which eſtabliſhes the Law. 


State of the difference between the Law 


and the Goſpel. 


IV. 7 hall ſbem of what weight and 
moment it is to diſtinguiſh rightly be- 


tween the Law and the Goſpel. 


V. I fhall demonſtrate the Truth of | 
the Doctrinal Propofition, and prove | 
that the Law of God is not made void 
and abrogated, but eſtabliſhed and cou- 
firmed ty the Goſpel, as it is a Goſpel of 

7 
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VI. I ſhall ſhew who they are, whoſe 
Opinions may be truly ſaid to make void 


the Law of God. 


VII. J Hall conclude. with what may 
be applicatory. 


6H AP” FL 


Of the Law, 


Shall ſhew what that Law is which 

is eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel, The 
Law is taken either in a large Senſe, 
or in a ftrict and reſtrain d Senſe. 

1. The Law is taken in a large 
Senſe, and then it has a different ac- 
ceptation. = 

1. It is put for the whole Word of 


God. P/al. t.2. Pſal. 19. 7. 

2, For the Pentateuch, or the five 
Books of Moſes. Luke 24. 44. 

3. For all the Books of the Old Te- 
ſtament. Jahn 10. 34. 
4. For the Maſaict Diſpenſation as 
oppoſſte to the New Teſtament. Job. 


I. 17, The Law was given by Moſes, 
B 4 but 
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but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Heb. 5. 18. The Prieſthood being chang'd 
there is made of neceſſity a change al- 
fo of the Law, viz. of the Moſaick Diſ- 
penſation. 33 
F. For the Oeconomy or Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Law, as it was a Fore- 
runner of Chriſt. Luke 16. 16. The 
Law and the Prophets were until John, 
viz. the Occonomy or Miniſtery of 
the Law continued until John, Mat. 
11. 13. The Law propheſyed until John. 
By the Law, which is ſaid to propheſy 
until 7%, is meant not the Books of 
the Old Teſtament, but the Legal 
Diſpenſation compared with that of 
the New Teſtament. The firſt was 
the Goſpel under Shadows : but the 
other is a Revelation of Chriſt with- 
out any Veil or Cover, The one was 
typical of Chriſt,, and did foretel and 
promiſe his coming: but the other does 
declare him to be already come. 
2. The Law is taken in a tri and 
reſtrained Senſe, and then it ſignifies 
the rule of Duty which God has pre- 
ſcribd to reaſonable Creatures. 

This is the Law as it is taken in a 
fri Senſe, which is eſtablſhed by the 
Goſpel. If we would have a right No- 

enn x pt 
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tion of the Law of God, we' muſt con- 
ſider it. 1. In the Names by which it is 
commonly known and called. 2. In 
the Nature and Properties of it. 3. As 
it is a Rule, and as it is a Covenant. 

1. We muſt conſider the Law in 
the Names by which it is commonly 
known and called. It is called the 
Law of Innocency or Creation, the Law 
of Nature, and the Moral Law. 

1. The Law of Innocency or Crea- 
tion, becauſe it was given to Innocent 
Adam in Paradiſe, and he was put up- 
on the Tryal of his Obedience to it, 
by the Prohibition which he was laid 
under, as to the Tree of Auowledge. 

2. The Law of Nature, as it was 
the rectitude wherewith Man was cre- 
ated, and as it fixed in Adam's Heart 
a Principle of Obedience to God in all 


things which either ben were made 


known to him, or were afterwards to 
be revealed to him. 
3. The Moral Law, as it teaches us 


what our Carriage muſt be towards 


God, and towards our Fellow-Crea- 
tures. Man was created in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs. Eph. 4. 2.4. He 
was created in Holineſs towards God, 


which included all the Duties of the 


Firſt 


_ 
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Firſt T, able. Again. He: was created 


in Righteonſueſs, which reſpected all 


the. Duties of the Second Table, or all 
the Duties between Man and Man. 
2. We muſt conſider the Law of 


God i in the Nature and P roperties of 


it. It is ane, and not many. It is per- 


ect, and without any defect. it is 


pure: and univerſally holy. 

It is ove, and not many. It has 
Unity, without a confounding plura- 
lity. It has many Precepts, yet it is but 


one Law. The Ten Precepts Which 


were delivered at Mount Sina, con- 
tained a multitude of Duties which 
are expreſſed up and down 1 in the Scri- | 
ptures. 


The Moral Law, or the Law that 


uns given at Sina, is the ſame with 


the Law of Nature, and differs no- 
thing from it in glaane, but oxy i in 


that Which is accidental. 


1. The Law of Nature Was uritten 


on the Heart but the Law at Mount 
Sina was written on Tables of Stone, 


2, The Law which was engraven 


upon Tables of Stone at Mount Sina, 


is a Law that is diſtinct and clear: 


but the Law of Nature, ſince the Fall, 
is attended with Ou and 15 


fection. 3 
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3. The Law of Nature reaches all 
Men: but the Law which was deli- 
vered at Mount Sina, is de facto only 
a Law to them that come under the 
Light of Scripture-Revelation, It is 
2 Law to bind all Men de jure ; but 
de fatto, or as to Uſe, it can only be 
a Law to them who have the Scri- 
ptures. H) e. | 
4. The Law of Nature has nothing 
in it but what is parely-Moral : but 
the Law which was given at Mount 
Sina had ſomething temporary and po- 
tive in it that was alterable, as the 
Seventh Day of the Week for the Sab- 
bath, which under the New Teſta- 
ment was carried to the Firſt Day of 
the Week. | 
2. The Law of God is a perfect 
Law. It diſtinguiſhes between Good 
and Evil, and ſhews what is to be done, 
and what is not to be done. It con- 
demns every Sin, and requires every 
Grace. It commands all that is due 
from the Creature to God, and all that 
becomes one Man towards another. 
All Graces and Duties are compre- 
hended within the Circuit of it, and it 
wants nothing as a Supplement to its + 
Periection. As nothing muſt be 2 
en 
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ken from it, fo nothing can be added 
to it to make it more perfect than it 
is. Deut. 4. 2. All the Commands 
of God are either ſuch as are found- 
ed in his Righteonfneſs, and ſo are 
morul and unc hangeable; or they are 
fuch as are founded in the Sovereignty 
of his Will, and fo are peſtive. 

1. The Commands of God which 
are founded in his Righteonſneſs are mo- 
tal and unchangeable, becauſe they con- 

tain ſuch Dictates about Good and E- 

vil as are perpetually the fame. There 

are ſeveral rude Draughts of the Pre- 

cepts of God which are founded in his 

Righteouſneſs, kept up in the Hearts 

of all Men, whereby fomething of 

Juſtice is preſerved in the World. Nom. 
4-14: > ei pod tc . 
2. The Commands of God which | 
are founded in the Sovereignty of his 
Will are poferzve, and God may change 
and alter them as he pleaſes. Our 
Obedience to the pie Precepts of 
God, which are alterable in themſelves, 
is built upon a moral Foundation, be- 
cauſe it is our moral Duty to conform 
to the Mind and Will of God in all 
things, whenſoever it is revealed to 
1154 It 
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Worſhip; and the Judicial Law, which 
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It was upon 2 moral Foundation 
that the Jews were bound to obſerve 
ſuch Laws as were only of a tempo- 


rary duration, as the Ceremonial Law 
which preſcribed the Rites of God's 


referred to Civil matters. It is upon 
the ſame Foundation that ue are bound 
to obey the pqitive Precepts of God, 


concerning his inſtituted Worſhip un- 


der the Goſpel. It was upon the Au- 
thority of the Moral Law that Chriſt 
proceeded and ated, when he altered 
the Sabbath from the Seventh to the 
Firſt day of the week, when he chang'd 
the Seals of the Covenant, and pre- 
{crib'd other things belonging to the 
rr and Diſcipline ot the Goſ- 
P | 

As we are Creatures under the Go- 
vernment of God, we are indiſpenſa- 
bly bound by the Moral Law to be- 
lie ve all that which God reveals, and 
to do every thing which he commands. 
The Law of Goa is a perfect Law, 
and as it is perfect, there is no Duty 
that can be requird of us, but it comes 
under ſome Moral or Pofitive Precept 
in the Law. The Law of God is in 
nothing de ſective, and therefare it needs 
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no Addition, and is capable of no Cor- 


rettion. 
3. The Law of God is pure and 
univerſally holy. It is not only a 


Dravght of the Original Righteouſ- 
neſs which Man had in a ſtate of In- 
nocency, but a Copy or Exemplar of | 
God's own Holineſs, becauſe it is mo- 


dell'd according to his own Purity and 
Sanctity, therefore it is a moſt holy 


Law. Rom. 7. 18. The Law is holy, | 
and the Commandment is holy, juſt and | 
good, The Law is fo holy, that it 
calls for Obedience not only in the | 
external Acts, but in all the Thoughts | 


and Motions of the Heart, It is not 
a political but a fpiritual Law, and 
therefore it reſtrains the malicious 


Heart, as well as the murdering Hand; 
and it condemns every impure Deſire, 
as well as every laſcivious Action. As | 
the Law is univerſally pure, and as 
it is not only holy, but good, every | 
Act of Diſobedience to it is not only | 
exceeding ſinful, but altogether unrea- | 


ſonable. 
The Law of God is one and not ma- 

ny, it is perfect and without any defect, 

and it is univerſally pure, and is ex- 


3. The 
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3. The Law of God is to be con- 
ſidered as it is a Rale, and as it is a 
Covenant. RIFT 
1. The Law of God in the precep- 
tive part of it is 8 Rule given by God 
according to his Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, or the good pleaſure of his Will, 
whereby rational Creatures are bound 
to govern and guide themſelves. 

2. The Law of God is a Covenant 
of Works, as it has a Sanction of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments annex'd to it. 
The Sanction of the Law is that where- 
by it becomes binding to Duty, by 
promiſing a Reward to Perfect Obedi- 
ence ; and obligatory to Puniſhment, 
by threatning Death to every degree 
of Diſobedience. As the Law has a 
Santtion, or as it dos by the Authort- 
ty of God bind to Duty by a Promiſe 
of Reward to Perfect Obedience, and 
Jas it dos threaten Death to 4 Diſ- 
obedience, it is a Covenant of Works. 
The Law, asit isa Covenant of Works, 
lays a Curſe upon every Trangreſſor 
who is under it. Gal. 3. 10. Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the Book of 
the Law to do them. | 


1 BH Every 
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Every one who dos not all things 
which are commanded in the Law, 
and who dos not continue to do them 

without Interruption or Iutermiſſion, 
comes under a Curſe, and muſt lie un- 
der it, if he have not Chriſt to bear it 
for him. | 

We muſt not forget to diſtinguiſh 
between the Law, as it is a Rule of 
Life, and as it is a Covenant of Works. 


CHAP. IL 


Of the Goſpel, 


Shall ſhew what the Goſpel is which 
eſtabliſhes the Law. The Goſpel | 
comes under a twofold acceptation. M 
1. General and Improper. 2. Stritt | 
and Proper. - tz 
1. The Goſpel in the General and 
Improper acceptation of it, is the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which 
indeed is a mixture of Law and Goſ- 
pel. As Moſes wrote of Chriſt, and 
{o delivered the Goipel, altho he 
chiefly delivered the Law unto the 
Jews, ſo Chriſt and his Apoſtles did 
preach 
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preach and urge the Law, altho' it was 


their principal, Work to, preach the 


Goſpel. It is ſaid, Chriſt will come in 


flaming Fire to take vengeance on hes 


that I not the Goſpel. 2 Theſſ. 1. 
It is alſo ſaid, that the end of HY 
will be moſt dreadful who obey not the 
Goſpel. ..x Pet. 4. 17. When we 
of Diſebediens to the Goſpel, we muſt 
not thereupon conceive the Goſpel to 

be a Law: but by the Goſpel in the a- 
foreſaid places, we muſt underſtand in 
the general the Doctrine delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which was a 
mixture of Law = Goſpel, The Er- 


ror not only of the Common: people, but 
of moſt P georg who fhould know. 


better, is here to be corrected. They 
think. that all in the 0!d Teſtament 1 is 


the Lam, and that all in the New is 


the Goſpel, | This is a crude, ignorant 


Conceit, becauſe the Law and the Goſ- 


pel are interwoven one with, another 


| both in the Old and New 7. eftament. 


As Moſes and the Pro phets did often 
play the Rvangeliſis, or preached the 


Goſpel, ſo Chriſt and his Apaſtles did. 


frequent] y ſupply the place of Moſes; 
or preach'd the Law to their Hearers. 


Not only Chriſts Sermon upon the 


XJ U Mount, 


read 
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Chriſt did the Covetouſneſs and World- 
criſy, the Formality and Vain- glory of 
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| Mount, but ſeveral of his other Diſ- 


courſes to the Jews, did run upon the 
Parity and Perfeftion of the Law of 
God, and what Men are to do in O- 
bedience to it. * | 
We may from hence make this oc- 
cafronal Remark, that if either the bare 
preſſing of Duty, or the reproving of 


Sin, or the denouncing of God's Wrath 


againſt Diſobedience, in order to pull 
away the ſoft Pillows of Preſumption | 
from under the Elbows of ſecure Sin- | 
ners, were ſufficient to fix upon a Man 
the odious Character of a Legal Preach- | 
er, then Chriſt himſelf, if he had liv'd ' 
in our Day, would not have eſcapd 


the Laſh and Cenſure of ſome unruly 
preſs 


Tongues among us. Who did ever 
Obedience to the Law of God more 
warmly than Chriſt: Who did ever more 
feverely and ſharply rebuke Sin than 


ly-mindedneſs, the Pride and Hypo- *' 


the Scribes and Phariſees > As Chriſt ! 
knew how to ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon 
to them that were weary, and were 
Mourners in Zion, ſo he did not ſpare 
to bring down the Divine Thunder on 
the heads of obſtinate, hardned, con- 


ceited, and ſelf · confident Sinners. 
There is no Innate Diſcord, but 
the ſweeteſt Harmony, between Infi- 
nite Grace and Infinite Holineſs in 
God. When there is this Harmony be- 
tween ſufinite Grace and Infinite Ho- 
lineſs in God, why may not the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt preach up Mans #eceſ- 
ſary Obligations to Duty, without any 
Injury to the Freeneſs and Riches of the 
Grace of God? They may not only 
do the fir/t conſiſtently with the larter, 
but in Faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and in 
pity to the deceived and periſhing Souls 
of Men, when they preach up the 
rich Grace of the Goſpel, they muſt 
not be ſilent concerning what the Law 


muſt not be diſcouraged becauſe of 
the undeſerved Cenſures of fooliſh 
Men. 

2. The Goſpel in the fri and pro- 
per acceptation of it, conſiſts of pure 
Promiſes of Grace and Glory. It is the Do- 
ctrine of our Redemption through Chrift, 
or it is a free gracious Promiſe of Juſti- 
fication and Eternal Life through Chriſt, 
This is properly the Goſpel which 
eſtabliſhes the Law. We have a Spe- 
cimen of the Goſpel in the firſt Pro- 

N mul- 


either threatens or commands, and they 
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ſit in Dorknels and in the ſhadow of 
Death, ſhew your ſelves. It gives pol- 
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mulgation of it after the Fall, which 
was a free abſolute Promiſe of Chriſt 


as a Saviour. Gen. 3. 15. Ut ſha 


bruiſe thy head. This Promiſe was the 
Morning - dawn of Grace, or a bright 
Beam of Goſpel-light darted out frofn 
Heaven upon loſt Man, when he was 
covered with the Darkneſs of Sin. 


The Goſpel is a Declaration of God's 


Free Grace to Sinners through Chriſt, 


and it is the beſt News that ever the 


Ears of Sinners heard. It turns: the 
Fears of helpleſs Sinners into Hope, 
their Deſpair into Faith, and their 
Mourning into Rejoicing. lt puts off | 
their Sackcloth, and girds them wit 


Gladneſs. It ſays to the Priſoners that 
are bound, go forth; and to them that 


luted Sinners Beauty for Aſhes, and 


diſconſolate Sinners the Garment of 
Praiſe. for the Spirit of Heavineſs. It 
brings forth their Righteouſneſs as 
Brightneſs, and their Salvation as a 
Lamp that burnetn. 
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CHAP. ul 


4 State of the Difference between 


_ the Law and the Goſpel, 


Shall endeavour to give a true State 
of the Difference between the Law 
and the Goſpel. The Difference be- 
tween them in what is molt material 
and ſubſtantial, lies in four things. 

1. The Law was written upon the 
Heart of Man, and altho' he be now 
in a fall'n State, yet he has a Natural 
Knowledge of it: but the Goſpel is on- 
ly known by a Revelation from Hea- 
ven, and therefore it is called a M ly/te- 
ry. Rom. 16. 25. The Goſpel is a 


Depth of Divine Wiſdom and Infinite 


Love, which was wrapt up in Secrely 
till it was reveal'd and laid open. This 
is the reaſon why a Sinner, ſo far as 
he has any Convictions of Conſcience, 
- not ſoaverſe to a Legal Miniſtryand 
al Doctrine, as he is to 4 . 
Miniſtery and a 60 el Doctrine. 
cannot but in 12 hm i 6 
1 41 what 
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what is legal, even when he refuſes to 
comply with it in his Prattice, becauſe 
It is that which has a Teſtimony in his 
Conſcience : but as for the Goſpel, it 
is a moſt incredible Doctrine to him. 
Moſes 4 Langiver he knows: but Jeſus 
a Saviour he knows not. The Doctrine 

of the Goſpel is ſo great a Myſtery, 
that the Good Angels 40 not foreſee it, 
the Devils did not fear it, and fall's 
Man did not hope for it, before it was 
reveald. BY 

2. The Law is made up of Precepts 
and Threatnings but the Goſpel is 
made up of Promiſes, The Law com- 
 mands and requires Duty, and for the 
non-performance of it, threatens and 
denounces Judgment : but the Goſpel 
conſiſts of Promiſes. All Preſcription 
of Duty belongs to the Law, and ſo 
do all Threatnings. The Precepts and 
Threatnings which are interſpers'd with 
the Apoſtolick Writings, are not Goſ- 
pel-precepts or Goſpel-threatnings, but 
they belong to the Law, and ſerve for 
the Application of it. 
That I may free this Truth from 4 
popular Prejudice, I ſhall do two things. 
x. I ſhall anſwer a Queſtion. 2. I 
ſhall remove ſome Objections. N 

| £ 
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1. I ſhall anſwer a Queſtion, which 
is this, Are not the Commands of 
Faith and Repentance Goſpel Com- 
mands? I ] anſwer. No. Although 
they be Duties under the Goſpel, yet 
they are immediately commanded by 
rhe Law. {13 28 
I. Faith as it aſſents to the whole 
revealed Will of God, is as immediate- 
ly commanded by the Law, and in 
the ſame manner, as all other Moral 
Duties of the Law are. 
I. All Men by the Law of Creation 
are bound to give a full Aſſent to what- 
ſoever God reveals. 
2. Faith is a prime part of our Obe- 
dience to the firſt Commandment, be- 
cauſe our Obedience to God, or our 
inward Worſhip of him, muſt be made 
up of Faith in him as he is God A.. 
mighty and God All-ſufficient, Reve- 
rence towards him as he is the Great- 
eſt Xing, and Love to him as he is the 
Chieſeſt Good, There is no need of 
a New Law to command Faith: but 
there is a Neceſſity of 4 Goſpel Reve- 

lation to make known the Object of 
Faith as it is juſtifying. When Chriſt 
is revealed in the Goſpel as the Ob- 
ca of a juſtifying 
C4 then 


Faith; the Law. 
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then immediately binds us to believe 
the Revelation of the Goſpel concern- 
ing Chriſt, and ſo to believe in Chriſt 
as he is our only juſtifying Righteouſ- 
"neſs in the ſight of God. 
2. Repentance is immediately com- | 
manded by the Law, as the Law is re- 
peated to fall'n Man. The Command 
of the Law for Repentance is moſt 
ſtrongly binding under the Goſpel, and 
yet it is by the Law that —_— ] 
is immediately commanded. - \ | 
1. The Command of the Law for n 
Repentance is moſt ſtrongly binding 
under the Goſpel, becauſe by the Goſ- 
pel Offer of —.— and 9 Free Pro- 
Ai of Forgiveneſs through Chriſt to 
Sinners who are worthy of Death, God 
has added the Motive of Infinite Mer- 
cy to the juſt Authority of his Com- 
mand, as he is a Lawgiver. The grea- | 
ter Forbearance and the more Mercy | 
God manifeſts to Sinners under the 
Goſpel, the more forcible Obligation 
do they come under from the Law as 
. . becauſe by the For- 
ance and Mercy of God, the tye 
| of Gratitude on ho ſide of Sinners 
is added to the righteous Command 
of their Duty. Als 17. 30. Cod now 
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commands all Men every where to repent. 
God by the Law commanded Repen- 
tance from the beginning, and ſo far 
as the Conſcience of Sinners at any 
time came under the impreſing Power 
of his Law, they acknowledged Re- 
pentance to be their Duty: but God 
is ſaid under the Goſpel to command 
it as if he had not commanded it be- 
fore, becauſe by tlie Law, in conjun- 
ction with the Offer of Grace, and 
the free Promiſe of Pardon and Peace 
in the Blood of Chriſt, he now! com- 
mands it with a moſt powerful and 
alluring Emphaſis, a. 
2. It is by the Law that Repentance 
is immediately commanded. When 
the Law commands us to love God 
with our whole Hearts, and to ſerve 
him with all our Strength, it dos 
therein injoin us, not remotely and by 
way of conſequence, but direcliy and 
immediately, to hate and condemn: in 
our ſelves all that which is contrary 
to the compleat Obedience which the 
Law requires. The Law, as it is 4 Co- 
venaut of Warks, leaves no place for 
Repentance, and gives no Encourage- 
ment to Sinners that repent: but as 
the Law is a Rule of Life, and as it 
ang _ gom- 
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comands 
it dos alſo command us to forbear 
ſinning againſt him, and upon our ſin- 
ning to return unto him. The Law 
that commanded Zunocent Adam to 


love God with a fupreme Affection, 
and to give him the beſt Service, com- | 
mands fall» Mas to retract all that 
which he has done to offend and diſ- 
pleaſe him. The Law which was firſt | 


given to Man commanded Repen- 


tance in caſe of Sin. 
were not immediate- 


manded Repen 
If R 


a epentance 

ly commanded by the Law, how then | 
came ſome of the moſt barbarous a- 
-mong the Heathens, who were not | 
only without the Knowledge of the | 
Goſpel, but without the written Law, | 
upon the ſight of aſtoniſhing Judg- | 


ments, and rhe feeling of ſome heavy 
Stroaks, to confeſs their Sins, to ac- 


knowledge a Aww or juſt Revenge which | 
overtook them for their Crimes, and 


to ſeek to do ſomething to make a 

Recompence, as they thought, for the 
Injury which they had done to W 
102 18 


Obedience to God, 


tance, becauſe the Law of Creation, as 
it did forbid and condema all Sin, ſo 
it commanded every contrary Duty, 
and therefore it immediately com- 
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This of the Heathens muſt 
be attributed to the Impreſſions of the 
Law of Nature that they were under, 
and by which they were taught that 
Repentance was a Duty. 

Faith and Repentance are Duties un- 
der the Goſpel, and are performed in 
the Strength of Goſpel C Grace: but 
they are Duties commanded by the 
Law, not by way of conſequence, Im- 
plication, or mediante lege pofitiva, but 
| direQtly and immediately. _. 

2. I ſhall remove ſome Objections 
2 which may be raiſed in canine 
to this Truth. 

1. It may be objected, that Faith i 15 
not of the Law, and therefore it muſt 
be commanded by the Goſpel. Gal. 3. 
12. The Lam is os of Faith : but the 
Man that dos them ſhall live in them. 
lf the Law be not of Faith, then Faith 
is not of the Law. | 
lanſwer. The Law is here put for 
a Covenant of Works, The Senſe of 
the Apoſtle's Words when he ſays, the 
Law is not of Faith, muſt be gathered 
from the following Words, the Man 
that dos them ſhall live in them, The 
meaning of the Words is this, The 
Law as it is a Covenant Annen 

es 
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ment, then it is not the ſame with the 
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ſies no Man by Faith, becauſe it dos 


not promiſe Life to him that believeth 


in Chriſt, but to him that dos the 
things contained in the La-. 

The Law is ſilent about Chriſt, and 
the Salvation of Sinners through him: 
but when Chriſt is revealed in and by 
che Gofpel, then the Law commands 
a: Sinner to believe the Revelation 
which God has made of his Son, and 
condemns him for his Unbelief. John 
3. 18. He that believeeh not is:condemn- 
ed already, becauſe he has not believed 


iu the Name of the only begotton Soncof 


God, He is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he is condemned by the Law jor 
not believing the Revelation of the 
Goſpel. It is the Goſpel that: reveals 


the Object of a juſtifying Faith: but 


the Obligation which we are under to 
believe, 15 from the Law, becauſe the 
Law binds us to believe in God, and 
to give a firm Aſſent to what he re- 

2. It may be objected, that all Pre- 
cepts do not belong to the Law, be- 
cauſe Chriſt is 2 Lang ver, and is ſaid 
to give 4 New Commandment under the 
Goſpel, and if it be a New Command- 


Old, 


1 
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01d, but another. Joh. 13. 34. 4 new 
Commandment I give unto you, that ye 


love one another; as I have loved you, 


that ye alſo love one another. | an- 
(wer. t 107% © 

1. Chriſt is to be conſider d two 
ways We | 

1. As he is the Eternal ay ©- ſub- 
ſiſting in the Unity of the Divine E, 


ſence with the Father and the Spzrit. 


In this reſpect, he is that Lawgzver 
who is able to ſave and to deſtroy.” Jam. 
4. 12. | 1 

2. As he is the only Mediator be- 
tween God and fall'n Man. In this 
ſenſe he is not a Lawgzver to give forth 
New Laws or New Commandments under 
the Goſpel, which are not either con- 
tained in the Moral Law, or have their 
Foundation in it. Chriſt is compared 
- Mojes, and yet he is oppoſed to 

im. 4 | 
1. He is compared to Moſes, Heb. 3. 


2.3. Chriſt is compared to Moſes, not 


becauſe he was a more perfect Laugi- 
ver, but becauſe he excell'd Moſes in 
the Faithfulneſs of his Office, in the 
Spirituality of his Doctrine, and in the 
Dignity and Glory of his Perſon. 


2. Chriſt 


Z1 
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2. Chriſt is oppoſed to Moſes as Mo. 
ſes was a Langiver. Joh. 1 17. The 
Law was given by Moſes, but Grace and | 
Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt con- 
ſider'd as a Mediator, is not a Lawgi- 
ver to give New Laws. 

2. The New Commandment which 
Chriſt is ſaid to give, is called New, 
not becauſe it belongs to a New Law, 
and not to the Moral Law, but it is cal- 
led 4 New Commandment for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons. 

1. It is called a New Commandment, 
becauſe it was different from what 
Chriſt had ſaid before. That which 
is diverſe or differeat is called New. 
Mark 16. x7. They ſhall ſpeak with new 


tougues, Viz. not with To that 
were never {| before, but with 
diverſe and different Tongues. 


2. Ir is called New with reſpect to 
Chriſt, becauſe he revzv'd it when it 
was antiquated by the Sin of Men, and 
and becauſe he urged it upon his Dif- 
ciples by the New Motive of his own 
E 


3. It is faid to be New with regard 
to us, becauſe the Obligation of it up- 
on our Conſcience is renewed in us by 
the Operation of the Spirit of * 
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Chriſt gave a New Luſtre to the Law: 
but he neither gave any New Law, 
nor put a New Senſe on that which was 
given. | 

3. It may be objected, that the 
World will be judged by the Goſpel. 
Rom 2. 16. In the day when God ſhall 
judge the ſecrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to my Goſpel. If Judgment 
mult be paſs d upon Men according to 
che Goſpel, then the Goſpel is either 
a Law, or it has Laws peculiar to it, 
becauſe that which is norma judicii muſt 
be norma oficiz. 43410 


To this two things may be anſwer- 


ed. | 110 

t. The Words of the Apoſtle in this 
Verſe, as learned Beza obſerves, muſt 
be connected with the 12th Verſe, 
where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of them who 
ſinned without the written Law, and 
of them who had it, and yet finned 


| againſt it, becauſe all that which comes 


in between the 12th and 167% Verſe, 
is a Parentheftis, It this be noted, then 
ſhall we be led to ſee, that the ſenſe 
of the Apoſtles Words is no more than 
this, that Chriſt would judge all Men 
in the World, either by the Law which 
was was written in the Heart, or 3 

| 6 e 
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and this was the Doctrine which the 


the Goſpel: 
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the Law which :; written in the Word, 


Apoſtle had preached. 
2. That which the Apo oſtle ſor the 


Goſpel, is the whole Doctrine that he 
had either preached or written, be- 
cauſe Damnation is not from the Goſ- 
pel as it is the Goſpel, but it is from 
the Law. lt is by the Law. that God 
governs the World, condemns every 
unbelieving impenitent Sinner, and it 
is by the Law that Chriſt will judge 
the World at the /aſt day. To ſin un- 
der Goſpel - light, and to ſlight Goſpel- 
grace, will make the Condemnation 
of ſuch Sinners as periſh under the 
Goſpel, more ſevere than the Condem- 
nation of Sinners who never heard of 
but the Sentence of Con- 
demnation that will paſs upon all Sin- 
ners, will be from the Law. The Law 
is the only rule of Duty, and it will be 
the only 5 of Jadgment. 
The Law differs from the Goſpel, 
becauſe the Law is made up of Pre- 
cepts ang Threatnings : but the Goſpel 
is made up of Promiſe. 
3. The Law preaches nothing but 
ab olute. Juſtice and Death for Sin: but 


the Gol] pel preaches: Grace, and is a 
Word 
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Word of Mercy. We may perceive 
the Truth of this in fix things. 

1. The Law ſheweth us our Six, 
and our Deſert of Condemnation becauſe 
of Sin : but the Goſpel reveals a Sa» 
viour, and declares to us our Recovery 
through him. | 

2. The Law is a Word of Terror 
and Deſpair : but the Goſpel is a Word 
of Hope and Conſolation. The Law 
works Wrath. Rom. 4. 15. The Law 
— up the Anger and Indignation of 
God againſt Sinners as it denounces 
his Wrath againſt them. The Law 
| kills, and cannot »ow help and fave us; 
not from any Fault or Tyranny of its 
own, but by taking occaſion from the 
Rebellion of our Hearts, which draws 
us to act contrary to the ſacred Will 
of God. The Law kills, and ſpeaks 
nothing but Judgment againſt Sin- 
ners : * the Goſpel is a Word of 
Grace, and brings Comfort. 

3. The Law takes the Sinner by the 
Throat, and ſays, pay thy Debt but 
- Goſpel fays, Chriſt has paid it for 
nee. | | 
4. The Law fays, tliou art a Sinner 
and muſt periſh but the Goſpel ſays, 
be of good chear, fot thy Sins are forgia 
D 5. The 


» 


ven thee. 
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5. The Law ſays, make reparation 
7 thy Sins © but the Goſpel ſays, 
Chriſt bas made a full Tati action for 
Sin. 

6. The Law ſays, where 15 thy 
Righteouſneſs but the Goſpel ſays, 
Chriſt is thy Righteouſneſs and Strength, 
The Law dos nothing but flaſh Wrath 


_ the Face of a Sinner, but the Goſ- 


pel. is a Meſſage of Grace and Mer- 
C 

e 4. The Law promiſerh Life upon 
— Condition of Perſect Obedience : 

but the Goſpel promiſeth Life freely 
without the Condition of any Works. 
Rom. 11. 6. J it be by Grace, then it 
75 no more of Works : otherwiſe Grace is. 
no more 446 but if it be of Works, 

then t is. no. more Grace : otherwiſe 
Work is no more Work, The leaſt mix- 
ture of Works with Grace ſpoils the 
Beauty, and darkens the Glory of it, 
and it is that which the Nature of 
Grace will not endure or bear. All 
Works are excluded in the Goſpel as 
Federal Conditions or valuable Terms of 
Juſtification and Lite, becaule the Goſ- 
pel. has no Condition of any Work ad- 
Joined to it, but only reſpects the Obe- 


dience of Chriſt as the ſole meriting 
90 3 . Cauf E 
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Cauſe or Federal Condition of our Jus 
ſtification and Life. 100 | 
If no one ſaving Benefit were gi- 


yen to a Sinner but upon ſuppoſition 


of his doing, this would turn the Co- 
venant of Grace into à Covenant of 


Works, and the Terms of the Goſpel - 
Covenant would be more difficult than 
the Terms of Adams Covenant were, 


becauſe Adam in his Innocency had 
perfect Strength for perfect Obedi- 
encè: but in a ſtate of Unregeneracy 
we have not the loweſt degree of Life 
and Strength for Spiritual Acts, and 


after Converſion our Strength is but 
ſmall. It was as eaſie for Adam in his 
primitive ſtate to obey, as it is for us 
in our degenerate State to n, and no- 
thing could be more moderate and mild 


than that which was put upon him 


for the Teſt and Proof of his Obedi- 
ence. It was not to a&, but to ſuſpend 


actixg. It was not to put forth any 
Poſttiue Ad, but it was only to forbear 


the ſorbidden Fruit, or the Fruit of 
one Tree in the Garden, when he had 
liberty to eat of the Fruit of all the 


other Trees that were in it. 


If any 44, Work or inherent Grace 
in us were made a Goſpel · condition of 


D 2 our 
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our Juſtification, then the Covenant of 
Grace would be as much a Covenant of 


Works as Adam's Covenant was, and 
the Terms of it would be more rigo- 


rous, becauſe it was more eaſie for in- 


nocent Adam to comply with the Con- 

dition of terſe Obedince, than it is 

Believer/ under the 

Goſpel to offer up to God nis 
perſett Obedience. 

It may be ſaid, the Goſpel promiſe 
of Juſtifcation is conditional, becauſe 
Faith is required in them that are ju- 
ſtified. Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by 
Faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 2. 16. We 
have believed in Jeſus Chriſt that we 
might be juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt. 
If the Objects of juſtifying Grace be 
ſuch as he/zeve, dos not this then make 
the Goſpel Promiſe. of Juſtification to 
be conditional. I anſwer. 

1. When the Spirit of God applies 
the Righreouſneſs of Chriſt to adult Sin- 
ners, he works Faith in them. When he 
puts the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt upon 
them, he gives them Faith to — 
hold of it, and to rely on it as their 
only Righteouſneſs before God. When 


the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed 
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to a Sinner, the Spirit of God quick- 
ens him to receive it by Faith, and to 
put his whole Confidence in it. | 

2+ The Neceſſity of Faith in all 
grown Sinners that are juſtified, dos 
not prove the Grace of Juſtification to 
be diſpenſed upon the Condition of any 
Work or Grace of ours, becauſe when 
we are ſaid to be juſtified by Faith, we 
are not juſtified by it as it is a gracious 
Habit or Quality, but we are juſtified 
by it as it is conſider d in its Office, or 
as it takes hold of Chriſt when he is 
freely given to us. It is not for its 
own worth that we are juſtified by it, 
and therefore it is not ſaid that we are 
juſt fied for Faith, but by Faith. It dos 
not juſtiſie us as it is our Act, or as it 
is a Grace or Work in us, but relatively 
as it is a mere Receiver. It is for this 
reaſon that Faith is oppoſed to Works. 
Rom. 4. 5. To him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that juſtifieth the 
Ungodly, Faith as it has any Concern- 
ment in our Juſtification, is oppoſed to 
all Works, and to every thing that may 
be eſteemed. a Condition. It we vere 
juſtified by Faith as it is of At, or as 
it is 4 Grace of, War# in us, then in be- 
ing juſtißed by Faith ve ſhou d be ju- 
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Works "annexed. then this is the Voice 
wad unmix'd Dodtine of the Goſpel, 
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y ſtiſied by the deeds of the Law, * for 


Faith as it is a Grace or Quality in us 
muſt be reckoned among the deeds of 
the Law. As Faith is a Grace inherent 
in «us, it is that which the Holy Ghoſt 
works in us in nur to the Law 
of God. 

If ve can underſtand the difference 
between the Law and Goſpel, as the 
Law promiſes Life upon the Condition 
of perfect Oledience, and as the Goſ- 


pel promiſes Life to us freely without 


the Condition of all Worts, ve ſhall 
then know when it is the Law, and 
when it is the Goſpel, that ſpeaks to 
us either in the Ola, or in rhe New Te- 
ſtament. 

\ 2. When there is any Duty com- 
manded'to be done by us, either for 
the avoiding of Puniſhment , or the 
gaining of a Reward,' or when any Pro- 
miſe is made to us upon condition of ſome 
Work to be done by us, here is the Voice 
of the Law, altho we read it in the 
New Teſtament. 

2. Where the Promiſe of Life * 
Salvation is made to us freely through 
Chriſt, without any Condition of our | 


whe» 
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whether we meet with it in the 0/ or 
New Teſtament. The Free Promiſe of 
Life and Salvation made to us through 
Chriſt, is the Voice of the Goſpel. * 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of what Weight and Moment it is to 
_ dſtinguiſhrightly between the Law 
aud the Goſpel, 


Shall ſhew of what Weight and Moment 

it is to diſtinguiſh rightly between 
the Law and the Goſpel. Our firſt Re- 
formers, becauſe of the Oppoſition 'of 
the Papiſts on the one hand, who were 
for a New Lam, and of {/lebius and 1. Ar. 
his Followers on the other, who plead 1 Ilebi- 
ed for the Abrogation of the Mora , ih 
Law, were led to treat about this Theologie 
Truth with great Tenderneſs, and were e a 


- 10 1538. 
cautious as to both Extremes. ©) | incepit ef. 


8 | wy - hat Fut ire dt 
mata divine legi adverſaria · Scilitet. Lex M 1 
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olis ſub evange.io 
edicanda non erat; per ilam preparandi,' cuncut iendi, terrend!, 
bumiliandi, neut i quam erant peccatorum ' animi ad torverſionem ; 
wee ex illa docenda penitentia ; ſub gratia non ſub legit pedageg; a 
Chriſtiani utique vivebant ; faciendague boua wpera hon ex legis 
oolzgatione & cancione, ſed ex libertate ſpiritus & evaygelii. Vi- 
de plura apud Las herum. Tom. 1+ & 11. in Genef Cap. 18, 24. 
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| Intereſt, and the Glory of God before 


bak ure: pure in OT, are 
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We have not followed our happy 


and faithful Predeceſſors ſo carefully 


herein as we ought, and this is one 
Reaſon why there is ſo much Darkneſs 
among us. Many who have been 
ſound 1n the Faith, have dropt ſeveral 
unwary but wel. meant Expreſſions, 
which are now Wreſted to favour O- 
xe of a dangerous conſequence. 
It is a thing of the greateſt Importance 
to diſtinguiſh rightly between the Law 
and the Goſpel, and not a Point of In- 
difterency, or a -Contention about 
Words. It cannot be thought to be 
ſo by any of us, if we prefer Truth 
before Faction, Faith before a+ Carnal 


all che Advantages of worldly Policy, 
becauſe it will upon enquiry be found 
po be a matter wherein the Eternal 
bong of Men's Souls is concern- 
1. When the Law is not diftinguiſh- 


ed from the Goſpel, it brings great 


Confuſion. "Whey. the Law is con- 
founded with the Goſpel, Light is mix- 


ed with Darkneſs, Sorrow with Joy, 
Death with Life, Bondage with Free- 


the Waters of the Sanctuary, 


. made 
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made muddy, the Order of God i is o- 
verturned, and we know not what ei⸗ 
ther to hope for, or to fear. 


2. When the Law is not diſtinguiſh 


ed from the Goſpel, it forms in the 
Minds of . a falſe and frightful 
Idea of Chriſt, as if he were not a 
Remedy or a Security for Sinners a- 
gainſt the Law, but a ſecond Moſes, 
or a ſevere, ri pid Task maſter to bind 
beavy —.1.4 and to lay them upon 
the — of Sinners. 

. To confound the Law and Goſpel, 
or to preach that as Goſpel which is 
Law, is to repreſent Chriſt riding 
in; à Frery Chariot to diſperſe his 


Thunderbolts, but not ſuting on a 


Mercy- feat with a Sceptre in his Hand 
to crols; out our Debts, and to forgive 
our Sins. When the Law is not di- 
ſtioguiſh'd from the Goſpel, but ming- 
led and twiſted with it, Sinners are 
then led to deſpair, but got encou- 
raged to come to o Chriſt. They are 

Tb hin from Chriſt when they hould 
be draws, to him, and their Con- 
ſciences are brought into great Diſtreſs. 
When, the Thoughts of Sinners are 
confus d/and indiſtinct about the Law 
Wan they then thiol they 


muſt 


eh 

id : 
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from the Grace of the Goſpel, 
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miſt have that which the Law ve- 
zuires, before they can receive what 
the Goſpel gives, and that they muſt 
have that Grace to bring with them 
to Chriſt, which they ought to ex- 
pect from him alone. This leads them 
to deſpair, eſpecially if they be ſuch 


as do not make Religion to be a' No. 


tion, or the Practice of it to be only a 


Form, but put the Truth which they 


hold to the Tryal, and ſtrive to live up 


to it. When they have their Eye up- 


on the Demands of the Law, and 


know / not how to ſet the "Riches of 


the Goſpel againſt the Requiries of 
the Law, they then ſink under the 
fearful looking for of Judgment ment,” and of 
a fiery Indignation from the Lord. There 
is no Relief for awaken d, diſpalring 
Sinners, when they have the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law, and not the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt before Their 
Eyes. * 01 51 11917 
3. When we 10 not ange be 
tween the Law and the Goſpel, and 
when we are not taught to dF al 
503 
nothing from the Law, we are then 
eaſily * to join our own Worksor 
Duties with Chriſt's Righteoùſneſs in 
— Our 
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our Juſlification before God. This is 


a great Error, and it is fo great, that 
if an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach 
or publiſh it, he would be accurſed. 
He would not only deſerve to be re- 
jefted, but to be accurs'd. Gal. 1:8, 
9. Though we, or an Angel from Hea- 
ven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto 


you, let him be accurſed. He repeats 


and brings it over again, leſt any 
might think it to be ſpoken raſhly, or 
to be the overflowing of too great 
Heat and of intemperate Zeal. As 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, if any 
Man preach any other Goſpel unto you, 
than that ye have received, let him be 
accurſed. What was it to preach ano- 
ther Goſpel in 'the Senſe of the Apo- 
ſtle > I anſwer. It was to mix and 
confound the Law with the Goſpel,” or 
to bring good Works and the Duties of 
Obedience to bear a part with the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in the Juſti- 
fication of a Sinner. If an Angel from 
Heaven did preach this Doctrine, it 
would bring him under a direful Aua- 
thema. It was the Sin of the Judat- 
2ing_ Teachers to adulterate the Goſ- 
pel, and to alter it from its Purity, by 
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mixing the Law with it. The Do- 
ctrine taught by them was this, That 
it was neceſſary to be circumciſed, and 
to keep the Law of Moſes according 
to the Standard and Doctrinal Scheme 
of the Phariſees. Acts 15. 1. 5. 
Why is this Error ſo great ? 1 an- 
ſwer. Becauſe when we join any thing 
of our own with Chriſt for our Ac- 
ceptance with God, it renders the death 
of Chriſt of no effect to us. Gal. 5.525 
3, 4. | Behold I Paul ſay unto you, that 
if ye le circumciſed, Chriſt ſhal "profit 
you nothing. For I tetifie again to eve- 
ry Man that is circumciſed, that he. is 
a debtor to the whole Law, Chriſt is 
become of no effect unto you, whoſoever 
70 you are juſtified by the Law, The 
daizing Teachers, who are here charg- 
ed with corr«pting and mang/ing of the 
Goſpel, did not exclude the Righteoul- 
_ neſs of Chriſt from their Juſtification, 
or think that they could be. juſtified 
only by their own Works, but they 
expected Advantage by the Righteouſ- 
_ of Chriſt, elſe the Apoſtles Ar- 
gument could have been of no force 
_ againſt them. Chrift is of no effect un- 
— ou. This proves that they did not 
look tor Juſtification by pe 15 
or 
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Works without Chriſt, but that they 
joined their own Works to Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs for Juſtification. If they 
had expected no good by Chriſt, the 
Apoſtle's Argument would have con- 
cluded nothing, and it would have 
been infignificant for him to have ſaid; 
Chriſt is of no effect unto you. When 
we add our own Duties to Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs for our Juſtification, we 
then deprive our ſelves of all Benefit 
by Chriſt. He will profit us nothing 
if we do not relie upon him alone in 
our Juſtification. The falſe Apoſtles 
were for mingling the Works of the 
Law, and the Grace of the Goſpel 
together, and this is ſaid to be deſ- 
perately dangerous. When the Ju- 
daizing Chriſtians were circumciſed 
with this Opinion, that Circumciſion 
conduc'd to their Juſtification, . they 
became Debtors to the whole Law, 
and fix d themſelves under the Curſe 
and condemning Sentence of it. When 
they fought Juſtification and Life part- 
ly by the Works of the Law, they 
put themfelves under all the Obliga- 
tions of the Law, and ſo became Deb- 
tors to the Juſtice of God for the 


if 


breach of every ſingle Precept of it. 
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If we give that either to Repentance, 
or to Sorrow for Sin, or to Self denial, 
or to Humility, or to Mortification, or 
to Faith it ſelf, which they did to Cir- 


cumciſion, we ſhall become Debtors 


to the whole Law of God, and Chriſt 
will become of no effect to us. 

4. When Believers themſelves have 
not a true Knowledge of the difference 
between the Law and the Goſpel, their 
Peace is then diſturb'd, and the Quiet 
of their Souls can never be ſetled for 
their Comfort and Satisfaction. They 
hang in a doubting, wavering Con- 
dition, between Hope and Fear. When 
Believers draw their Comfort from 
what they bave done in Obedience to 
the Law, and not from the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt in the Goſpel, then by 
the ſame way that they are encourag'd 


ro hope, they are compell'd to fear 
becauſe the Sins of their A d 
Lives give them more reaſon to fear, 


than their Perſonal Graces can give 
them ground to hope. With what 


Comfort will you raiſe up the Spirit 


of a fall'n, afflicted Believer, if you 
do not teach him to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Law and the Goſpel, that 
he may run to the Righteouſneſs, of 
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Chriſt, . and may appeal from the Law, 

which ſhews what every Man ſhould 

do aright, but can pardon none for 
that which they have done amiſs ? 
When a Man is no ſuperficial Preten- 
der or defigning Formaliſt in his religi- 
ous Profeſſion, but is willing to ſee 
with his own, and not with the Eyes 
of another, and when he is cloſe and 
impartial in examining his own Heart, 
and dos not put off the Charge and 
Care of his Soul to another, he will 
then be thrown into a depth of Deſ- 
pondency, if his Knowledge of the 
Law and Goſpel be miſty and dart, but 
not diſtindt and clear. 

It is the great Ignorance of Profeſ- 
ſors about God, it is their Careleſueſs 
about the ſtate of their Souls, and it 
is their [»differency about the Affairs 
of Eternity, that makes them ſo rea- 
dy to turn away from the Doctrine 
of Grace to the Doctrine of Juſtifica- 
tion by Works. If they did but con- 
ſider how little they themſelves are 
able to do towards the fulfilling of the 
Law of God, and if their Conſciences 
„did but come under the forcible and. 
t Powerful Convictions rand Apprehen- 
xt Þ ſions of the Infinite Holineſs * 
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Men did but put the Queſtion to them- 
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ſtice of God, they would then be un- 
der no Temptation to depart from the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, and to put 
their Necks under the Toke of the Law. 
If the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity did 
but hear the Law, and conſider what 
it requires of them, they would never 
then go upon a preſumptuous Belief 
that they could fulfi/ it, and therefore 
they would not chuſe to be under it. 
Gal. 4.21. Te that deſire to be under 
the Law, do ye not hear the Law? lt 
is as if he had ſaid, ye that hold your 
ſelves bound to fulfil the Law, and hope 
for Eternal Life by your Obedience to 
it, why do ye not hear it /o as to un- 
derſtand the bent and drift of it when 
ye hear it ? If ye did but hear the Law, 
ve would not chuſe to be ander it. If 


{elves with a due Concernedneſs, and 
ask how they can anſwer all the De- 
mands of the Law, it would cure them 
of the Itch of Legaliſm, and they would 
not expect Juſtification and Life by 
their Obedience to the Law. 

5. When we mix the Law with the 
Goſpel, and do not dinſtinguiſn that 


which is Law from that which is 


be ſer- 


| vile, 


Goſpel, our Frame will then 
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vile, and we ſhall never get beyond 
the Spirit of the Old Teſtament Diſ- 
penſation. Some under the Old Teſta- 
ment State did riſe high in Goſpel-light : 

but the Frame ſuitable to the 0/d Te- 
ſtament State was lowand ſervile. When 


Law and the Goſpel, we ſhall only be 
Mount Sina Worſhippers, The reaſon 
why many Chriſtians are dead and 
dull, dejected and lumpiſh in the Ser- 
vice of God, and drive on heavily to- 
wards Heaven, is becauſe there is 
more of a ſervile and legal Frame than 
of a Goſpel-ſpirit in their Wan and 
Service. 
There are two Queſtions that may 
here be ask d. 

1. When is it that the Frame where: 
with we act in the Service of God is 
legal and ſervile 5 


Service and Worſhip of God is Evan- 
gelical, and ade to a Goſpel- 
{tate ? 

1. When is it that the Frame where-- 
with we act in the Service of God is 
legal and ſervileꝰ Ianſwer. Our Frame 
in the Service of Gou is 5 legal and ſer- 


vile, 
E 1. When 


we do not diſtingaiſh between the 


2. When is it that our Frame in the. 
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1. When we are draun to Acts of 
Obedience by the Enforcements of Ter- 
ror and of God's Wrath, and not by 
the Allurements of Grace, and when 
we look more to God as he is a Fudge, 
and as he is terrible in Majeſty, than 
we do to him as he is a Saviour, and 
as he is invite in Mercy. When we 
are driven to Duty by Fear, and not 
perſwaded by Love, when we ſtand in 
awe of God becauſe of his Juſtice, but 
do not fear him becauſe of his Good- 
eſs, and when we obey him with the 
Spirit of Servants, and not with de- 
light as Sons, then is our Service per- 


formed with a /ega/ Frame. 


2. When ue build our hope of Peace 


and Comfort upon Conditions which 


are either performed by us or wrought in 
, and not upon the Free Grace of 
God in the ab/o/ute Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, then our Frame in the Service 
of God is legal. When our Expecta- 
tions of Mercy are founded on our own 
Obedience, when we. reſt in our 7»be- 
rent Grace, and when we make ſome- 


thing in our ſelves to be the ground 


of our Comfort, then our Frame is 


The 
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The Promi/e and Oath of God, which - 


are the ro great things that may raiſe 
ſtrong Conſolation in us, are both ex- 
trinfick to us. Heb. 6. 1 8. The Promiſe 
and Oath of God are for us, but they 
W not in us. 

When we expect any thing from 
God not as a Free Gift, but as the Wa- 
gerof our Work, and when we would 
not inherit as Feirs, but be rewarded 
as hired Servants. This is when we. 
think God to be ingaged to give Mer- 
cy to us upon the account of what 


we have done, and when our hope of 
Mercy riſes by the /zvelineſs of our 


own Spirits in the Performance of Du- 
ty, and not by the Faithfulneſs and 


Free Grace of God in his Promiſes. - 


| This is to Barter Duties with God, as 
if we who are bankrupt Sinners could. 
ſwap and exchange our Services for the 
Treaſures of Heaven. When we do 
this, we may work hard, but we ſhall. 
faint under our Burden. 

2. It may be ask'd, When is our 
frame in the Service and Worſhip of- 
God Evangelical and agrecable to a 
Gofpeb-ſtare ? I anfwer. 

It is fo, when we do not ſet abr 


Vitties upon 4 Legal Ground, but look 
ro 
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to Chriſt for all Life and Strength in 


Duty. When we give God a Service 
that is Evangelical, then all the Grace 
which is within us will be imploy d to 
carry us out to Chriſt. All our Dur 
ties muſt be perform'd in Obedienceto 
the Law of God, and as Fruits or E- 
vidences of Life: but not as Titles to 
Life. Faith receives a Title to Life, 
but it dos not give us a Title to it. 


When we believe in Chriſt, we .then 
receive 2 Title to Life: but. Faith is 


neither our Title, nor dos it give us 
our Title to Life. Faith receives our 
Title, but dos not give it. We have 
and hold our Title to Eternal Life upon 
the ObeMnce of Chriſt alone. The 
free Giſt of Juſtification and Life is 
by the Righteouſneſs of One, who is 
C hriſt Jeſus. Rom. F. 28. Gur Title 

to Eternal Liſe is by the Righteouſneſs 
of Ove, and it is %% I it that it is in 
10 ſenſe by our own Obedience., Our 
Claim to Eternal Life is not from our 
Performance of any Duties as Coſpel- 
conditions, but it is ſrom the Obedience 


of Chriſt only which merits the Reward 


of Eternal Life for us. Our Title is 


ouly in the Right of Chriſt, but not in 
46 wich we our les do. We 


muſt 
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muſt have the Recompence of Reward in 
our Eye to encourage us in Duty. Mo- 
ſes had reſpect to the an; of Re- 
ward. Heb. 11. 26. 

We muſt look to the Glory of Hea- 
ven to comfort us in our Afffictions, 
to quiet us under Diſappointments, to 
ſupport us under Preſſures, and to 
quicken us to the Diſcharge of difficult 
Duties: but we muſt hope for Hea- 
ven only as the Debt of Chriſt's Obedi- 
ence, and not as the I of our Ser- 
vice. 

When we are taug ht of God to „ di- 
ſtinguiſh between — Law and the 
Goſpel, we ſhall then have ſuch a re- 
card to the Law as to mortifie in our 
ſelves all Propenſions to Sin, and yet 
we ſhall expect all Good from Chriſt, 
and ſhall build and found our Right 
and Title to Juſtification and Eternal 
Life only on his Obedience. 


If we would not bring our (elves in- 


to great Confuſion, if we would not 
frame in our Minds a falſe and fright- 
ful Ales of Chriſt, if we would not 
join our oun Works with Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs in our Juſtification, and 
ſo have 10 part in the Fruits of Chriſt's 
Death, if we would not diſturb our 
Ba! E 3 Peace 
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Peace and deſtroy our Comfort, and 
if we would not have a Legal Frame 
under a Goſpe! Diſpenſation, then we 
muſt diſtinguiſh rightly between the 
Law and the Goſpel. It is not all our 
own Diligence or acquired Parts that 
can be ſufficient to make us skiltul in 
this Work, without the Word of God, 
and without the Spirit as the Interpre- 
ter of the Word. When we ſearch 
the Word, the Spirit muſt be our Guide 
in all our Inquiries, and then ſhall we 
know how to diſtinguiſh between the 
Law and the Goſpel for our Salvation 
and Comfort. 


—_— — 
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The Eſtabliſhment of the Law by 'the 
Goſpel proved, 


LS demonſtrate the Truth of the 
1 Dottrinal Propofition, and prove 
that the Law of God is not made woid 
and abrogated, but eſtabliſhed and con- 
firmed by the Goſpel, as it is a Goſpel of 


Grace. | 
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I ſhall prove this by four things. 

1. The Law is eſtabliſhed by the 
Goſpel, becauſe the Goſpel reveals and 
declares Chriſt to us, in whom the 
Law, as it is a Covenant of Works, has a 


perfect Accompliſhment. Chri/t came 


not to deſtroy, but to fulfil the Law. 


Math. 5. x7. Chriſt was made under 
the Law that he might fulfil it, and 
when he had fulfilled it, he did then 
honour and eſtabliſh it. 

1. Chriſt was made under the Law. 

2. When he was made under the 
Law he fulfilled it. 

z. When he fulfill'd the Law, he 
did then honour and eſtabliſh it. . 

1. Chriſt was made under the Law. 
Gal. Ch. 4. Ver. 4. 5. He was made of 
a Waman, made under the Law, to re- 
deem them that were under the Law. 
t was the Moral Law that Chriſt was 
made under, and he was made under 
it as a Surety. | 

1. It was the Moral Law that Chriſt 
was made under, That he was made 
under rhe Moral Law may be proved 
by four things. 

1. It was the Moral Law that the 
firſt Adam broke, and by the breach of 
it brought a Curſe on all his Poſterity, 

E 4 and 
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and therefore the ſecond Adam was 
made under the ſame Law, that he 
might ſatisfie for the breach of it by 
his Obedience to it, and reſtore falFn 
Man to a ſlate of Happineſs. 

2. The Moral Law is the only Rule 
or Standard of Righteouſneſs, and 
Chriſt was made under it that he 
might convey Righteouſneſs to guilty 
Sinners. 

3. Chriſt was made under the ſelf 
ſame Law that he reedeems us from, 
but it is the Curſe of the Moral Law 
that we are redeemed from by Chriſt. 
4. Chriſt was made ds that Law 
which did equally bind both Jew and 
Gentile but it was the Moral Law 
that equally bound both Jew and Gen- 
tile to Obedience. Chriſt was ſubject 
ro the Ceremonial Law : but his Sub- 
jection to the Ceremonial Law, fell 
in with his Obedience to the Moral 
Law. 

It may be ſaid, that Chriſt was made 
dhdet the Mediatorial Law, or the Law 
of Nedemption, as ſome call i it, becauſe 
he received a Commandment from the 
Father to lay down his Life. Joh. 10.18. 
It was according to this Commandment 
thar he did act. Toe 14. 31. As the 

Fas 
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Father gave me Commandment, even ſo 
7 do. 

To this I anſwer. That which Chriſt 

calls a Commandment is to be under- 
ſtood of a Covenant Agreement which 
was between God and him. It was ac- 
cording to this Covenant Tranſaction 
that Chriſt came under the Law: but 
this Covenant Agreement was not the 
Law that Chriſt was made under. 
1. This Covenant Agreement which 
Chriſt entred into for us could not be 
the Law that he was made under as 
a Surety, becauſe it had no Santtion. 

2. If Chriſt had been made under 
a Mediatorial Law diſtinct from the 
| Moral Law, then ſomething would 
have been injoind Chriſt by that which 
is call'd the Mediatorial Law, which 
he was not bound to do by the Moral 
Law : but this is without Truth; be- 


cauſe there is nothing that could be 


put upon Chriſt as our Surety by a 
Law of Mediation, to which he was 
not bound by the Moral Law when he 
was made under it. 

3. If Chriſt had been . under 
the Mediatorial Law, then his Obedi- 
ence cou'd not have been a Satisfaction 


for our Sins, becauſe it would have 
been 
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been the fulfilling of a Law that we 
were never under, and not the fulfilling 
of the Law that we broke, which was 
neceſſary to a proper and full Satis- 
faction for Sin. It was the Moral Law 
that Chriſt was made under. 

2. Chriſt was made under the Mo. 
ral Law as a Surety, and fo by his own 
voluntary Engagement came under the 
Obligations of the Moral Law in his 
{tate of Humiliation, that he might 
bear our Sins and ſuffer Puniſhment tor 
them. Puniſhment could not have been 
righteouſly inflicted on him, if he had 
not been conſider d as one under the 


Obligations of the ſame Law that we 
tranſgreſs'd. Chriſt made himſelf Sin 


for us by a voluntary ſubjection of him · 
ſelſ to the Moral Law as a Surety, and 
God made him Sin for us by the Impu- 
tation of our Sins to him, and ſo treat- 
ed him penally as he would have done 


the Sinners for whom he ſuffered, The 


Juſtice of God could not have made 
him a Sgfferer, if he had not been un- 
der the Imputation of Sin. He was 


made Sin for us by Imputation that 


we might have the (Righteouſneſs. of 
bim that was God imputed to us, real 
that we might be juſtified by a Rig - © 

| _  oulneis 
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ouſneſs which is as great as that which 
the Juſtice of God could require of 
US. 2. Gor, 5, 21. He hath made hin 
to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin ; that 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 
God in him. When Chriſt was righteous 
in himſelf, and knew not Sin in the Ju- 
herency. of it, he was then made Sin 
for us by the Imputation of our Sin 
to him. As our Sin was laid on him 
he was not judicially righteous as a 
Surety, but a Criminal legally confider- 
ed in the ſight of God till he had made 
Satisfaction for Sin, and ſo was taken 
from Priſon and from Judgment. Iſai. 
53- 8. Chriſt could not -have been 
put in Priſon or brought into Judg- 
ment, if Sin, which made us Priſoners 
and brought us under Judgment; had 
not been charged upon him. As it is 
againſt the Juſtice of God to clear Sin- 
ners without Puniſhment, ſo it is a- 
gainſt his Juſtice to inflict Puniſhment 
where there is no Sin either inberent 
or imputed. The Puniſhment which 


Chrift underwent for us as a Surety 


was à Work wherein the Glory of 
26. To declare! I ſe at | this time his 
Wy te 
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the Fuſtifier of him that belieweth in Je- 


ſu. God declared his Righreouſneſs 
in the Death of Chriſt beyond what- 


ment of Chriſt as a Surety could not 


thut believeth. Rom. 10. 4. He was 


ever he had done before, that he 
might be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him 
that believeth in ſeſus. The Puniſh- 


have been a Declaraxion of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God in the greateſt Glory 
of it, if it had not been the Act of 


His Juſtice for the vindication of his 


5 ore Law! chat Was - broken by 
Sin. 1 D612 877 | 120) 1 2641 04 
2. When Chriſt Was adde 
Law he fulfill d it. He was th end of 
the Law ſor "Righteouſneſs to ever) aue 


not only the Eu to which the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Law had reſpectie but 
he was the Eud of the Law for Per- 


fellion. It was in him that the Law 


Was perfectly fulfilled. 


7 
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1. He fulfilled the Lak ie ichG ns 
wal Part of it by his Paſſve Obedience, 
which was a Compenſation for our 


"breach offe it. 101 Jehan Rind? 


2. He fulfill d the Preceptive Part of 
ah) Law by his 4##ve: Obedience. He 
performed all things which are con- 


ſary 


ſary Duties, that we through him might 
BY a Right to Eternal Life. 1 
When Chriſt fulfill'd tis Law, 
4 did then honour and eſtabliſh it. 
God has often ſnew d his Concernment 
for. the Law by the Judgments which 
he has executed on evil doers, becauſe 
he will magniſie his Law, and make it 
rode a5 |, Iſai. 42. 21. It is by di- 
verſe ways that God has magnified his 
Law) and made it honourable; Never 
could the Law of God have been 
brought to ſuch a pitch of Honour 
and Eſtabliſnment, as by the Obedi- 


ence of Chriſt to the Precept and Pe- 


nalty of it, becauſe no Creature can 
obey the Law as he did. His Obedi- 
ence to the Precept of the Law tran- 
ſcended the Obedience of Adam in Pa- 
radiſe. 1; + 

Again. No 8 can oft: -up 
that Obedience to the penal part of 
the Law which Chriſt dic. 

If all the Men upon the Earth, 
and if all the Angels in Heaven were 
throwu for ever into devouring Flames, 
this would be a fearful. Inſtance of Ju- 
ſtice, but little to the Puniſhment of 
Chriſt. There is no Equality between 


Funulument inflicted on Creatures that 
were 
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on him who made all the Creatures. As 
finite Creatures bear no proportion to 
the infinite God, fo the Puniſhment of 
Creatures bears no proportion to the 
Puniſhment of him that was the true 


God manifeſted in our Fleſh. God ya- 
lues the Law at ſuch a rate, that he 


would rather put his own Son to death 
than not have the Breaches of it re- 
pair'd. By this God has magnified his 
Law and made it honourable. When 
we conſider the Obedience of Chriſt 
to the preceptive and penal part of 
the Law, we cannot then have mild 
Thoughts of Sin, and we cannot have 
mean Thoughts of the Law. | 

. We cannot have mild Thoughts 
of Sin, What a vile, deteſtable, ac- 


curſed thing muſt Sin be, that Chriſt 


muſt be — to the greateſt Pu- 
niſhment to ſatisſie for it? How hate- 
ful muſt Sin be to God, that he would 


have his dear Son to lie in his Blood, 


that it might not be paſs'd over with 
out a Puniſhment commenſurate to the 
evil of it? When Sin is ſo loathſom 
to God, ought it not to 9 5 5 
by! 17 
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2. We cannot have mean Thoughts 
of the Law. When we are tempted 
to have diſparaging Thoughts of the 
Law, let us then turn our Eyes to 
God, and behold him making his on- 


ly begotten and beloved Son to drink 


down the Vials of his Wrath, that 
the Breach of the Law might not go 
unreveng'd. If we can ſee this, and 
yet have a low Eſteem and a contemp- 
tible Opinion of the Law, we are then 


ſo atheiſtical and unbelieving as to rec- 


kon the glorious Tranſactions of God 
the Father and of Chriſt, to be the 
greateſt Foly, and not the higheſt Wiſ- 
dom. God would have his own Son 
to come into the World, to livea pure, 


holy Life, to die a ſhameful and a cur- 


ſed Death, that the Law might not be 
deſtroy d. Chriſt muſt obey the Pre- 
cepts of the Law that he might fulfil 
it in all its Demands, and he muſt die 
and be a Sacrifice for Sin, that he 
— 67 fulfil it in its ſevereſt Penal- 
es. 

2. The Law is eſtabliſhed by the 
Goſpel, becauſe when the Spirit of 
God leads a Sinner to Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, he firſt convinces him of Sin 
by the Law, and of his want of 

| Righteouſ- 
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Righteouſneſs. It is the Law that 
convinces of Sin when the Spirit works 
by it. Rom. 7. 7. I had not known Sin 
but by the Law, As the Law convinces 
of Sin, ſoit convinces us of qur want 
of Righteouſneſs... Ver. 9. I was alive 
without the | Law once: but when the 
Commandment came, Sin revived and J 
died. The Apoſtle truſted in his own 
Righteouſneſs, and thought he might 
be juſtified by it and for it before God, 
till he was convinced of the Imperte- 
ction of it by the Law, and then he 
was no longer a proud, opinionated Pha- 
riſee, but a ſelf-condemned, guilty Sin- 
ner. A Sinner mult be convinced by 
the Law that Juſtification is agel 


by his own Obedience, before he will en- 


quire after Chriſt. When he is arre- 
{ted by the Law, convinced of Sin, 
and arraign'd as guilty before God's 
Bar, he then liſtens to what the Goſ- 
pel ſays of Chriſt... When the Spirit 
of God opens and unfolds the Law, it 
has a great Strength and Efficacy in it 
to diſcover the Deformity of corrupt 
Nature, to humble proud Sinners, to 


terriſie them in their Security, and to 


urge them to flee to Chriſt for Righte- 


oulneſs. Cal. 2. 19. For I through the 
r Lau 
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Law am dead to the Law. To be dead to 
the Law, is to be freed from the damn- 
ing Power of it as it is a Covenant of 
Works, and to have no Fxpectations 
of Righteouſneſs and Life by it. How 


is this brought about? TI anſwer. 


Through the Law, not as the Efficient 
Cauſe, but as the Occaſion and Inſtru- 
ment of it. It is by the powerful 
Operation of the Spirit as the Efteient 
Cauſe, that Sinners come to be dead to 
the Law: but it is by the Law as the 
Inſtrumental Cauſe, or by the Law as 
the Spirit makes it forcible, to accuſe 
and condemn us for Sin. When the 
Spirit works by the Law to convince us 
of Sin and reprove us for it, we are then 
ſtirr d up to run to Chriſt, by whom 


we are made free from the damning 


Foaver of "the Taw, {2991 52! 
They who ſay the Spirit of God dos 
not make uſe of the Law in the Con- 
verſion of Sinners, ſetup à New Law 
which yet they difclaim. The Weak- 
neſs of their Heads brings them to err 
contrary to the honeſt Intentions of their 
Hearts. There can be no Conviction 
of Sin without a Law, becauſe we 
mult try our ſelves by a Rule, and com- 
pare our Actions with it, before we 
| F can 
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can ſee the Wandrings of our Hearts, 
and the Obliquity of our Actions. It 
this be not pr by the Moral Law, 
it muſt then be done by ſome. other 
Law, and ſo by a New Law. 

lt may be fad, that the Death of 
Chriſt ſets forth the Evil of Sin, and 
ſo convinces of it. I anſwer. The 
Death of Chriſt is a Glaſs, wherein 
we ſee more of the Blackneſs and Miſ- 


chief of Sin, than we could do if we 


were able to look into Hell it ſelf; and 
ſee all the Torments of the Damned 
there: but the Death of Chriſt dos not 
convince of Sin diredly. The Death 
of Chriſt only convinces of Sin re- 
motely as it referrs to the Law of God 
that was violated: by Sin. The Death 
of Chriſt ſhews us the Evil of Sin as 
Sin is a Breach of that Law, which 
Chriſt came to fulfil, What did Chriſt 
ſuffer tor but Sin? Again. Why was 
Sin ſo evil that Chriſt muſt ſuffer 
Death for it, but becauſe it was a Breach 
of the Law 2? -. - 

TheLaw as it is applied to the Con- 
ſcience by the Spirit of God, is of a 
ſtanding Uſe in the Converſion, of Sin- 
ners. We may be drawn to Chriſt by 


Love, and ſo may be converted with- 
out 
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out Terrors and Earthquakes of Fears: 
but we are never converted without a 
Conviction of Sin, and a ſight of our 
own Unrighteouſneſs. þ bal ©1 
z. The Law is eſtabliſhed by the 
Goſpel, becauſe when Chriſt as a Sure- 
ty delivers us from the Curſe of the 
Law, or from the Law as it is a Co- 
venant of Works, he dos then as a King: 
bring us under the Law as it is a Rule 
of Life, or a Rule of Obedience, 

1. Chriſt as a Surety delivers us 
from the Law as it is a Covenant of 
Works, Rom. 6. 14. Te are not under 
the Law, bat under Grace, Gal. 3. 13. 
Chriſt has retleemed us from the Curſe of 
the Law, being made a Curſe for us. 
The Law is abrogated as to the Curſe 
of it, in regard of al them that are 
under Chrilt as a Surety. The Law 
as 4 Covenant of Works is {tilt in force 
to curſe the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, 
but there is nom no Law to condemn 
them that are in Chriſt. It is for this 
reaſon that the Law is ſaid vt to be 
made for a righteous Man, but for the 

Lawleſs and Diſobedient. 1 Tim. 1. 9. 
2, Chriſt as a Ning brings us under 
the Law as it is a Rule of Life, or a Rule 
of Obedience, Believers are not under 
F 2 the 
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the Curſe, Rigour, and Bondage of the 
Law): but they are under the 0bliga- 


tion of its Commands as it binds them 
to lead a blameleſs, holy Life. When 


they are not under its alclitkive Pow- 
er, they are under its Directive Force. 
When they have it not to condemn them 
for their Sins, they have it as a Rule 
to direct and govern them in their 
Lives. I. Cor. 9. 21. To them that 
are without Law, as without Law. viz. 
To the Gentiles 1 was as one that had 
not been born and bred up à Jew. 
When the Apoſtle had ſaid he was as 
one without Law, leſt any ſhould think 
that he liv d without Obedience to the 
Law of God, he adds in a Parentheſis, 
being not without Law to God, but un- 


der "be Law to Chriſt. When we come 
under Chriſt as a Surety, he then rejgns 


over us as 4 Xing, and as he is a Ming 


he gives us Strength for Obedience, 


and ſends us to the Law for the Rule 
of our Converſatio . 
The Law is eſtabliſhed bycke 


Geipel, becauſe it is by the Grace of 


the Goſpel that the Law of God is 
written on our Heatts. It is the Spi- 
rit of God, as he is a Spirit of Goſpel- 


Graee, chat makes this inter pen of 
the 
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the Law upon the Heart according to 


the Promiſe of God, Jer. 31. 33. 1 
will write my Law in their Hearts, and 
I will be their God, and they ſhall le my 
People. This is apply'd by the Author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews to Goſ- 
pel-times. Heb. 8. xo. When the Spi- 
rit of God writes the Law upon our 
Hearts, it gives us a Frame «nzverſally 
to comply with the revealed Will of 
God, and then no ſooner is any thing 
propounded to us that bears the Stamp 
of Divine Authority, but all the Fa- 
culties of our Souls are bent for a Con- 
formity to it. 

When a Believer dos not work to 
purchaſe Life, yet he works from Life. 
We may as well ſuppoſe a living Man 
to be without all the Acts of Life, as 
{uppoſe that a Believer can hve with- 
out Obedience to the Law of God. 


When the Spirit of God has implanted 


a New Life in the Heart, then gracious 
Motions and Vital Acts will follow. 
When a Sinner comes under the quick- 
ning Power of the Spirit of God, he 
then becomes a Law to himſelf, and 


therefore he honours God with Reue - 


regce, ſerves him with Fear, calls on 


3 his 
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his might, refers all his Actions to his 
Glory, adheres to him in Adverſity, 


and celebrates his Praiſes in a proſpe- 


rous ſtate with a thankful Remem- 
brance of his Benefits. | 
There is a Pleaſure which reſults 
from the Law of God to a a renewed 
Soul. Pſal. 19. 8. The Statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the Heart : 
the Commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightning the Eyes, When the Law 
of God through the Spirit's Influence 
enlightens the Eyes, there is then a 
Sweetneſs in it to rejoice the Heart. 
When we have a Tranſcript of theLaw 
of God within, we ſhall then delight 
in it. Rom. 7. 22. I delight in the Lay 
of Cod, after the inward Man. 
Ifa true Believer delights in the Law 
of God after the inward Man, then itis 
a bad Sign upon Men both as to their 
State and Frame, when it is a Burden 
to them to hear of the Law of God. 
It is no better than a Fruit of their En- 
mity againſt God. It is grievous to 
them to hear of their Duty, becauſe 
they are reſolved not to do it, This 
froward and perverſe Spirit is often 
ſnaded with a fair Varniſh, and dif 


guis d with a ſpecious and plauſible Pre 


tencè. 
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tence. Some pretend to be fo tran- 
{ported and warm d with the hearing 
of Goſpel-grace, that to mention the 
Law to them is to depreſs their Spirits, 
and to pour cold Water and not Oil up- 
on their Fire. This is that which they 
ſay, but do not their irregular and un- 
ſavory Lives prove that none need 
Law- directions more than they? A- 
gain. How do the aforeſaid conceited 
and proud Pretenders manifeſt their Ig- 
norance and Folly 2 If their Hearts 
were fird and warm'd with the Con- 
ſideration of the free and rich Grace 
of the Goſpel, they would then be con- 
ſtrain'd to think of the Command- 
ments of God with Delight, and it 
would be their Pleafure, and not their 
Pain, to hear of the Law. It is not a 
Zeal to maintain the Prerogative of 
Free Grace, or a Concernment to up- 
hold the Royalties of it, that makes 
ſome diſreliſh all ſuch Diſcourſes as en- 
force and preſs Duty upon the Hear- 
ers of the Word: but it is their Love 
to their indulg'd Luſts, and their Ha- 
tred to Holineſs. They are like the 
rebellious Hraelites who could not en- 
dure that which was commanded. Heb. 
12.20, They care not to hear of the 
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Law, becauſe they cannot endure that 
which is commanded by it. It is a 
black Mark of Unregeneracy, to be 
altogether unwilling to hear of the 
Law, becauſe every one that is born 
of the Spirit, ſo far as he is renewed 

lights in the Law of God. 
Tt it be in Chriſt, who is the prime 
Subject of the Goſpel, that the Law 
has a perfect Accompliſhment as it is 
a Covenant of Works, if the Law be 
of a ſtanding Uſe for the Conviction 
of a Sinner, when the Spirit leads him 
to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, it Chriſt bring every Believer 
under the Law as it is a Rule of Lite, 
or a Rule of Obedience, and if it be 
by the Grace of the Goſpel that the 
Law is written upon our Hearts, then 
the Law is not made void by the Goſ- 
pel, but is eſtabliſhed and confirmed 
by it as it is a Goſpel of Free Grace. 
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The Opinions of them who make void 
the Law of God brought under a 


jt Cenſure. 


Shall ſhew who w are, whoſe Opini- 
ons may be ſaid to make = the 
Law of God, This is a ſevere Charge, 
and it will lie heavy on them on whom 
it juſtly falls. When we ſearch after 
them who make void the Law of God, 
we ſhall find that the Guilty are the 
moſt confident Accuſers of others, and 
that they who moſt juſtly come under 
Cenſure, ſeek to hide = own Defor- 
mities by caſting Reproach on the Ja- 
nocent. 
There are two ſorts who may be 
2 with making void the Law of 
1. They who hold that Believers 
ought not to have any regard to the 
Law of God as itis — propound. 
ed, and that the Obligations of the 
Law to Obedience are diſſolved by the 


Goſpel 2. They 
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2. They who are for a New Law, 

I. They make void the Law of God 
who hold that Believers ought not to 
have any regard to the Law of God as 
it is externally propounded, and that 
the Obligations of the Law ro Obe- 
dience are diſſolved by the Goſpel. 

1. This Opinion, where it is held, 
is dangerous. We are forbid to di- 
miniſh or take any thing away from the 
Word of God. Deut. Ch. 4. Ver. 2. 
Ch. 12. Ver. 32. It is ſaid of him 
that takes any thing away from the 
Prophetical Part of the Scriptures, that 
God will take away his part out of 
the Book of Life, and out of the Holy 
City. Rev. 22. 19. If it be a Sin that 
brings ſuch a loſs as the loſs of Life, to 
take any thing from the Prophetical 
Part of the Scriptures, what a Sin mult 
it then be to takeaway the whole Law 
of God as it is a Rule of Life? 
2. This Opinion has a Tendency to 
root out the Fear of God, and to 
make Men irreligious. It is (as Cal- 
vin calls it) a prophane Opinion, be- 
cauſe it incourages Men in the Neglect 
of Obedienſſe. Lowe. 
- 3. It overthrous the Deſign of 
Chriſt's coming into the World, who 
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came to deſtroy, and not to ſet up, 
the Works of the Devil. 1 Job. 3. 8. 
For this purpoſe the Son of God was ma- 
nifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works 
of the Devil. When Chriſt comes to 
us he finds ns in our Sins, but he dos 
not leave us in them, becauſe he ſaves 
us from our Sins. Matth. 1. 21. Thou 
ſhalt call his Name Jeſus, for he ſhall 
ſave his People from their Sins. Chriſt 
did not come to free us from the Ob- 
ligations of the Law to Duty, but to 
ſtrengthen us for Obedience. When 
we receive the Remiſſion of Sins as a 
free Gift, it muſt be no Licence for 
lewd Practices for the time to come. 
God's Aim in the Work of Redemp- 
tion is not to diſcover himſelf favour- 
able to our ſenſual Appetites, but to 
make us a People zealous of good works. 
Titus 2. 14. God was not ſevere with 
his own Son when our Sins were laid 
upon him, that he might be indulgent 
to our Luſts. We muſt not make 
Chriſt the Patron of our Sins, and 


think that we may be free to ſerve 


Satan under the Protection of his Li- 
very. He has not expiated our O7 
Sins, that we may more freely commit 
New ones. They who ſay the Obliga- 
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tions of the Law to Obedience are 
diſſolv d by the Goſpel, are i#confidera- 
ble ö and are rather to be 
pitied than feared. 

1. If they be ſuch as are without 
che Power of Godlineſs, then the Fruits 
of the Fleſh, which are viſible in their 
Lives, manifeſtly declare that they are 
againlt the Law. of God, becauſe — 


are reſolved to fulfil no other Wili then 


that of the Fleſh, They may for 4 
time foam out their own ſhame like the 
raging Waves of the Sea, but they 
will ſoon appear to be no better = 

the wareſtrained multitude, or the com- 
mon People, who wiltully and totally 
omit all the Duties of Obedience while 
they live, and yet — . believe 
they ſhall go to Heaven. when, they 
die. When this Opinion is enter- 
tain d by Unregenerate Sinners, the 
Kerr of the Authors is 4 — 


EY A they be ſuch as re juſif 
Chriſt 8 Righteouſneis, an 5 
by his Spirit, then this Error will, not 
reach their Vitals. Altho they may 


through the Deſfect of their Under- 


Aaodngs and becauſe of a zealous 


poſition. to à contrary Party, fa- 
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vour it for a while, yet they will 
grow weary of it, and cannot con- 
tinue to be inflexible Adherents to it. 
When they get rid of the violent Agi- 
tations which have been rais d in theit 
Spirits by enflam d Debates and Con- 
teſts, and when they come to retire to 
God, and to have Communion with 
him, they will then be ſo far from ha- 
ving 1 regard to the Law of God, 
that they will be troubled that they 
have not a greater Conformity to it. 
The Law or the Work of Grace within 
will not let them deſpiſe che Law of 
God withour. 

2. All ſuch make void the Law of 
God as are for a New Law. The Ad- 
vocates'for a New Law, are the Pa 
piſts, Socinians, and Arminians. > 

r. The Pa pifts are for a Mw Law, 
and plead thi the Goſpel is this' New 
Law. The Council of Trent (which 
with the Papiſts is the end of Con- 
troverſies, if they could agree about 
the Explication of it) curſes every one 
that fays the Goſpel is a naked and ab- 
ſolute Promiſe, without a Condition to 
obſerve the Commands.  Concil, 7 rident. 
Sex}. Seſſ. Canon 20. 


The 
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The ſame Council is as liberal in 
curſing all them that ſay Chriſt is gi- 
ven for a Redeemer, and not for a Law- 
giver. Siquis dixerit Chriſtum, Jeſum 
4 Deo bominibus datum fuiſſe, ut Re- 
demptorem cui fidant, non etiam ut Les 

giſlatorem cui obediant, Anathema fit, 
-Qoacil Trident. Sext. Sel. Canon 21, 

The Papiſts divide the Law of God 
into that which is Natural, Maſaical, 
and Evangelical, andit is by the Evan- 
gelical or "Goſpel Law, that the Natural 
or Meſaical Law, as they ſay, is brought 
to Perfection. This is that which 
Cardinal Bellarmine delivers as the 
Docti ine of the Church of Rome. Lil. 
4. de Juſt. Cap. 3. Chriſt (faith he) 
made the Law perle, which was im- 
perfect. 

2. The Sociniaus are for a New Law, 
that they y may introduce] aſtification 
by a Man's ' own Obedience. Catech. 
Racov. Cap. 1. & 2. 

According to the Sociniaus the Lo 


of Works is aboliſhed; and a New Law 


is erected in the ſtead of it, whereby 
God accepts of the Aeli Obedience 
of the Creature as à perſect Goſpel 
Righteouſneſs — anſwering the Rule 
of re New 

3. The 
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z. The Arminiaus, who Socinianite 


in many things, are alſo for a New 
Law. 

The New Law, as it is ſet up and 
advanced by the aforeſaid Oppoſers 
of the Truth, is 4 Peſtilence that walk 
eth in the Dartueſs of equivocal 
Words and doubtful Expreſſions, and 
the leſs ſenſible the common Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity are of it, the more 
eaſily they may receive a mortal lu- 
fection from it. The Poiſon and Ve- 
nom of it is great 


* 


1. It juſtifies the Devil's Charge 8 


gainſt God. Gen. 3. 4. The Serpent ſaid, 
ye ſhall not ſurely die. If the ſame Law 
that was broken, had been diſannuil d 
and not vindicated, then the Threat- 
ning of God would not have been 
fulſill'd. If the Puniſhment that was 
threatned had not been inflifted, the 
Word of God would have been falſi- 
iy d, and the Devil's Accuſation againſt 
him would have been made good. 

2. Ihe New Lam reproaches the 
Faithfulneſs, Holineſs, and Wiſdom 
of God, as if he had deſtroy'd a Law 
that was perfect, to make way for ove 
that diſpenſes with ſome Sins as venia/, 
and admits a'mixture of Sins into the 

Terms 
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Terms of Juſtification, If God had 
given a New Law, upon the Breach 
of the Law of Innocency, in favour of 
Man's ſinful Nature, and the Impo- 
tency which he voluntarily contracted, 
he would have been unfaithful to his 
own Word, injurious to his Holineſs, 
and would have given his revolted 
Creatures reaſon to upbraid him with 
Folly, in aboliſhing a Law that 'was 
perfect, and in framing another in the 
| ſtead of it, that bends and yields to 
the crookedneſs of their Hearts. 

3. To teach Men to give heed to 

a New Law, is to bring them into 
at Diſtractions when they come un- 
der the Convictions of Conſcience, 
When Sinners come to be troubled 
for their Sins, what Law is it that they 
then judge themſelves to have bro- 
ken ? Is it a New Goſpel: Remedial Law? 
I anſwer, No. What Law is it then? 
T anſwer, It is the Moral Law, When 
the Spirit of God ſtrives with Sinners, 
they then condemn themſelves for 
the Breach of the Moral Law, becauſe 
it is the Moral Law only that binds 
their Conſcience. | The Moral Lam 
is that which Conſcience knows, but 
a Remedial or New Goſpel Law is that 
\ a which 
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which it knows not. All convinced 
Sinners can give a Teſtimony to the 
Truth of this. If it be the Breaches 
of the Moral Laiv that the Conſcience 
of Men charges them with, when 
they are under Convictions of Guilt, 
and Fears of Wrath, then to bid Sin- 
ners try, examine, and judge them- 
ſelves by a New Law, is to diſtract and 
confound them, becauſe it is to put 
them upon going, not only againſt 
the Dictates of the Spirit of God in 
the Word, but againſt the Verdict of 
their own Conſcience, | 

4. The New Law is calculated to 
countenance looſneſs of Life. It brings 
down the Law of God to Men's Im- 
perfections, and allows nothing to be 
Law but what gives Countenance to 
their Luſts. It is natural for Man in 
his depraved State, either to extenuate ' 
Sin, and fo to make a ſmall Sin of 4 
great one, or to make no Sin of a lit- 
tle one. Man's Love to the Pleaſure 
of Sin is fo great, that it blinds his 
Judgment, and he cannot diſcern the 
filthy Nature of it. It is the Affection 
which Sinners have for their Luſts, 
that gave Birth to 4 New Law, 
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The Phariſees of old deſtroy d the 
Strictneſs and Purity of the Law of 
God by their ſelf-flattering Inter pre- 
tations of it, and they were enrag d a- 
gainſt Chriſt, becauſe he condemn'd 
their Hypocriſy, and retrievd the Law 
from their corrupt Gloſles. 
The Papiſis are Followers of the 
Phariſees, The Papiſts ſay the Law 
of Chriſt is more perfect than the 
Law of Moſes, but when they come 
to ſhew what this New Law is, they 
make it to be a molt empty thing, 
The Papiſts teach that the Law of God 
requires Obedience oxely in external 
things, under the Pain of Damnation: 
but as for the Government of the 
Thoughts, Deſires, and Affections of 
the Heart, they make a light matter 
of it. A Man, with them, may be 
a great Saint, if he be but exact in 
the oſtentatious Trifles, and ridicu- 
lous Mummery of their Mechanick De- 
vort ion, and yet have his Soul as brim- 
full of Luſt as the Devil himſelf, It 
he dos a little of that which is ſeem- 
ingly good, he may overlook a Trea- 
fure of Evil in his Heart. The Pa- 
piſts boaſt that they have ſome'in their 
Church who not only fulfill the Goſpe! 


Law, 


y the GOSPEL. 
Law, and fo do all that they are bound 
to do, but obey the Goſpel Counſels, 
and ſo do more than the Goſpel or 
the New Law requires. This is that 
whereof they boaſt, but they glory 
in their Shame, becaule their greateſt 
pretended Saints are fo far from being 
better than looſe Proteſtants, as ſome 
Warpers among our ſelves have not 
more raſbiy than fa/ſly affirmed, that 
they are tlie worlt of all Men. The 
ſtricter a Papiſt is, the greater Oppo- 
ſer he is of the Truth, and as he has 
more of the Devil's Image in him, 
ſo he is a fitter Engine for him to 
work by. A looſe Proteſtant lives like 
2 Brute, but a devout Papiſt acts like 
a Devil. Who among the Papiſis for 
ſeveral Ages, have been moſt ready 
to bring the Martyrs to the Stake, 
and to ſhed the Blood of the Saints: 
[anſwer. Not ſo much the debauch d 
Herd of the rude Populacy, as the 
Squadrons of their zealous Regulars, 
who are Men that make a Shew of 
great Auſterity. 

The New Law befriends Licentiouſ- 
neſs. The Aſſertors of it violently 
declaim againſt Dactrinal Antinomia- 


G 2 Liber- 


#:/m, and yet are Friends to Practical 
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Libertiniſm, They preach up Repen- 
tance as a Condition of Juſtification, 
and yet are averſe to the Law of God 
in Point of Obedience. Their Love 
to Sin and their Pride bring them to 
contradict and give the Lie to their 
Dottrine by their Morals, Their Love 
to Sin makes them averſe to the Law 
of God in Point of Obedience, and 
yet the Pride of their Hearts makes 
them truſt to their Works tor Juſtifi- 
cation, when they have 200 many 
Works that are evil, but few that are 
good. | 
F. The New Law makes Kang 
preſumptuous in their Formality, and 


lifts them up, in their Expectations, as 
high as Heaven, when the Juſtice of God 


will throw them down as low as Hel. 
The young Man that came to Chriſt 
was confident that he had done all, 


when he had done nothing, becauſe he 
had been tutor'd in the School of the 


Phariſees, and had drunk in their par- 
tial and ſelt- pleaſing Conſtructions of 
the Law of God. Matth. 19. 20. Af 


thoſe (ſaith he) have 1 175 ' from my 


youth up : what lack I yet? He would 


never.have made this a dent Anſwer, 
or asked. ſuch a Din if he had 
a SHE 
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not been intoxicated with the Phara- 
ſaict Doctrine of the New Law. If 
he had known either the Perfection 
of the Law of God, or the Deceit of 
his own Heart, or the Sins of his Life, 
he would then have ſeen thouſands 0 
things that he lack d, and he would 
not have ſaid, What lack 7 yet? 

6. The New Law ſets up a Man's 
own imperfect Obedience inſtead of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for Juſtification. 
The Abettors of the New Law teach. 
that the Ad of believing, as incluſive of 
Obedience, is imputed to us, and is 
accounted to us tor our Righteouſneſs, 
non merito ſuo ſed propter gratuitam 
acceptilationem Dei. 

The Sum of their Doctrine is this, 
It is through the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, or for the ſake of his Righte- 
ouſnels, that God accounts our 7mper- 
fect Obedience to be our perfect Righte- 
ouſne[s, | 

This is that 1 Michael Serve- 
tus, the noted Blaſphemer of the Tri- 
nity, lays down in his ſecond Book de 
Lege & Evangelio. | 

Socinus is tor the ſame in his. Book 
De Servatore. Arminius allents to it, 
in declaratione Sententiæ ad ordines Hol- 
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© Belarmine ro his Suffrage to this 


Opinion, and ſays on — 4. Tyſa 
fides in Ebriſfam eft juſtitia. 
Ihe chief difference herein between 
the generality of the Learned Papiſts, 
and Socimus and his Followers is this, 
The Papiſts make Faith, as it includes 
Obedience, to merit Juſtification, be- 
cauſe of its own worth, as well as be- 


cauſe of God's Promiſe : But Socinus 


and his Followers will have it no other- 
wiſe to merit than Fi _— or 
only as it is grac ion accepted as our 
Nadwevulbeb, 
1 his Opinion that Faith, as it is 


incluſive of Obedience, is our juſtify- 


ing Rigliteouſaeſs according to the 


Terms of the New Law, dos two things. 


1. It deſtroys the neceſſity of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction. This is that which crafty 
Socinus drove at, in eſpouſing the No- 
tion of a New Goſpe! Law. 

2. It detracts * the Juſtice of 
God, who judges according ro Truth. 
Rom. 2. 2. The judgment of God is ac- 
cording to truth. As God is a God 
that judges according to Truth, he 
cannot judge our Obedience to be per: 


led, when it is ER. 
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The Defenders of the New Low will 
ſay, he dos not judge it per tet in ju- 


dicio Juſlitie, but in judicio Miſeri- 


cordiæ. He dos not judge it perfect 
before the Bar of a Re but be- 
fore the Bar of a Redeemer, I an- 
ſwer, 
1. This Dilinion will either puz- 
zle 2 Man of a wounded Spirit, or it 


uill be rejected by him, as that which 


darkens Counſel by. Words without 
Knowledge. 


2. I bring the Juſtice of God to 


jar and c th, his Mercy, as 
God did not ah with according to. Rah 


and Righteouſnels when he judges ac- 
cording to Mercy. 
It may be laid, Nos go not God judge 
according ro Mercy wheo he POOR 
the hepa of Chriſt to us, and 
not according to Truth? I anſwer, 
When God imputes the Rightęouſ- 
nels of Chriſt to us, he aQs infinite 
Mercy towards us, and he judges ac- 
= ah to Truth and Righteouſneiß. 
infinite Mercy towards us, 
vhe he accepts us fg ighteous, for 


1 lich is not our oun: 
judges according to Truth and 


Righteoulnrk, | 1 the Auen 


95 


c 


90 


ne LA Eſtabliſhed 


nels for which we are juſtified is 


a perfect Righteouſneſs. It is a graci- 


bus Act, or the Act of Gods Mercy, 


when he imputes the Righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt to us: But it is a jadicial 


AA, or the Act of God 's Juſtice, when 
he acquits us from Condemnation be- 
cauſe of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


imputed to us, Which is a Righteouſ- 
neſs” that fully anſwers all the De- 


mands of the Law, and merits our 
Juſtification, 1 
The great and glorious God with 


whom we have to do, is a God of 


Truth; and as he is a God of Truth, 
he judges of things as they are in 


San es and therefore our imper- 
fect Faith, and our defective Obedi- 


ence, will never paſs at his Tribunal 
às a perfect compleat Righteouſneſs. 


We cannot be juſtified before God 
without a perfect Righteouſneſs, ful- 
Iy anſwering the Law of Works, and 
this is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 


It is really made a Believers, when 
it is imputed to him, and is juſtly 
eſteem'd his according to Truth. © The 
Impuration of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
to us, is no more a Fiction than the 
Imputation of our Sin to him. 
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| have ſhewed who they are that 
doctrinally make void the Law of 
God. We muſt neither comply with 
them who are for the diſſolution of 
the Moral Law in all its Obligati- 
ons to Obedience, nor with, them 
who pull down the Law which God 
has ſet up, for a New Law of their 
own, deviſing, Both the aforeſaid 
Errors are the radical Cauſes of ma- 
ny Sins, for which God contends 
with us more and more ſeverely e- 
very Day, in the fearful Tokens of 
his Diſpleaſure that we are under, 
and ſo long as we have no Zeal for 
Truth, and no Love for Holineſs, we 
may expect that God will not /ef- 
ſen, but multiply his Judgments upon 
us. 
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CHAP. VII. 
The Concluſion ” Application of the 


Doctrine. 


** 


Shall conclude with what may le ap- 
Plicatory, 

1. If it be ſo, that the Law is eſta- 

bliſhed by the Goſpel, then the Do- 


ſlander d) to Obedience or good 
It is not only no Enemy to Obedience, 
but it is the only powerful Prom 
of it. The Dodirine of Grace is of- 


ten diſparaged by them who plead tor 


it only for this end, that it may be a 
Shelter for their Diſobedience : but 
the Doctrine of Grace, when it is re- 
ceived in the Power and Eflcacy of it, 
dos not only ſtir us up to Obedience, 
but is the on thing that can make us 
obedient to the Law of God. 

Ihe Papiſis not diſtinguiſhing be- 


tween the Law as it is a Covenant of 
Works and as it is a Rule of Life, falſe- 
ly charge us as if we aboliſhed the =_ 

and 
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and taught a Licentious Doctrine, when 
yet they themſelves have nothing in 
their Communion but either FHypoerify 
or Licentiouſneſs, 

Others who might know better, re- 
vive and rake out of the Xennel of A. 
tichriſt this old babyloniſh Slander, when 
yet they themſelves mmally as well 
as practically make void the Law of 
God. We have the Witneſs of the 
Truth and the Teſtimony of Con- 
ſcience to oppoſe to the Slanders of 
Papiſts and others. When God makes 
us faithful to teach and receive the 
Goſpel of his Son, we then not only 
eſtabliſh the Law, but we take the on- 
ber cabliſhed by the Goſpel, i wil 
not e 1 K wi 
never be eſtabliſned. g 

2, If it be fo, that the Law is eſta- 
bliſhed by the Goſpel as it is a Doctrine 


of Free Grace, then the Experience 


which we have had of the Doctrine 
of Free Grace muſt be try'd by its 
waage us to yield Obedience to the 
Law of God. We can never obey the 
Law of God when we are ignorant of 
the Doctrine of Free Grace: but we 
ſhall be obedient to it when we know 
W 
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and Sweetneſs of it. We may know 


the Doctrine of Grace Nozionally and 


Speculatively, and yet to every good 
Work be reprobate but we cannot 
know it believingly and experimentally, 
and yet live without Obedience to the. 
Law of God. It we have received 
ſuch a Knowledge of Chriſt and of 
his Goſpel as accompanies Salvation, 
then we muſt be obedient to the Law 
of go for ſeveral Reaſons. 

When the . Virtue of Chriſt's 
8 is applied to us, we muſt then 
live unto him. 2 Cor. 5.15. He died 
for all, viz. he died 2 all them to 
whom he was a Head. Why did he 
die far them 2 1 anſwer. That they 
which live ſhould not henceforth live un- 
to themſelves, but unto bim which died 
for them. When the Spirit of God is 
a Spirit of Cuion to implant us into 
Chriſt, he is then a Spirit of Cutzon 
to conſecrate us to his Service. 

2, When we are delivered from the 
Law as it is a Covenant of Works, we 
are then freed from the Dominion of 
Sin, and muſt bring forth Fruit unto 


God. 


1. When we are delivered from the 


Law as it is a Covenant of Works, we 


are 
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are then freed from the Dominion of 
Sin, and are dead to it. Rom. 6. 2. 
How ſhall we who are dead to Sin, live 
any longer therein 2 viz. How {ball we 
live in Sin, when Chriſt died for Sin, 
that we with him and in him might be 
dead to it ? 17 Jer: 
2. When we are delivered from the 
Law as it is a Covenant of Works, we 
mult then bring forth Fruit unto God. 
Rom. 7. 4. Te are become dead to the 
Law by the body of Chriſt, that ye ſhould 
te married to another. Why were they 
dead to the Law? I anſwer. That 
they might bring forth Fruit unto God. 
What Fruit I anſwer. The Fruit 
of Obedience to the Law of God, 
which is Fruit unto Holineſs. When 
we have no Love for the Law of God, 
and no Deſires to obey it, we are not 
then redeem'd from the Curſe of the 
Law, but are under the Condemnation 
of it. To fay that we rejoice in the 
Grace of the Goſpel, and yet haveno 
Diſpoſition to obey the Law of God, 
is a Frame not from above, but from 
beneath, and not from the Father of 
Lights,but from the Prince of Darknels. 
A Believer obeys the, Law of God 
not only becauſe of the — 
e 
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the Lawgiver, but becauſe of the Pu- 
rity. of che Law it ſelf, As there is 2 
Light in the Underſtanding of a Be- 
lie ver to diſcern tlie Holineſs of the 
Law, fo there is the Fire of a ſpiritual 
Love in his Heartto move towards it 
and affectionately to embrace it. Be- 
#eeving and Doing are oppoſed in Juſti- 
Hcation, and can no more ſtand toge- 
ther chan Light and Darkneſs : but in 
the Converſation of a juſtified Per- 
fon they agree, and the one is pro- 
cuttive of « che other. Grace and Con- 
wemnation are oppoſite, but not Grace 
and Obedience, When Men caſt off 


Obedience to the Law of God as it is 


a Rule, they are then under the Bon- 
dage and Condemnation of it as it is 
a Covenant of Works, When we arc 
called to Liberty by the Goſpel, our 
Liberty muſt not be a Cover for our 
Sins. Gal. 5. 13. Ie have been called 


unt o only uſe not your Liberty 
for an occaſion to the Feb, The Liber- 
ty which we have by Chriſt is a Liber- 


MR W s Laborty m dur 
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Goipel 
* dat it makes us holy. "_ 
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we are ungodly, the Grace of the 
Goſpel has not appeared to us. Titus. 
2. II, 12. The Grace of God that brings 
Salvation has appeared unto all Men, 
reaching us that denying Ungodlineſs and 
Wordly Luſts, we ſhould live foberly, 
righteoufly and godly in this preſent 
World. Faith in Chriſt, or the appte- 
henſion of the Pardon of Sin through 
him, is both the Root and the Whet- 
fone of Love and Obedience to God. 
All our Obedience is but feigred and 


the free Remiſſion of our Sins, an 
theJuſtification of our Perſons by Faith 
in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. When 
2 Man has Chrift for his Righteouſ- 
neſs, he neither can nor will be un- 
godly, becauſe when he is ſenſible that 
God is ſo far from exvying his Happi- 
nels, as the Devil made Azam believe, 
that at the Expence of his Son's Blood 
he has redeem'd him when he was 
loft, and rais d himabove'the State of 
Paradiſe, his Heart is then melted, he 
is filled with Affections to God, and 
returns unto him becauſe he is a Re- 
deemer. Every Man that has cor- 
rupt Reaſon for a Guide ſtumbles one 
of theſe two ways. * 
n 1. He 
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I. He either thinks that he muſt re- 
turn-to God, that for the ſake of his 
Obedience in returning, he may be fa- 
vourably received and juſtify d. 
2. Or he imagines that there is no 
need for him to return, if God be his 
Redeemer, and if he receive him to 
Favour for the Righteouſneſs of auo- 
ther, without regard to any thing that 
is done by himſelf. 9 
Io return to God as a Redeemer is 
ſtrange Language to a Man under the 
conduct of Natural Reaſon. He ei- 
ther thinks that by his returning he 
muſt make God his Friend, or that 
there is no need for him to return to 
God if he be his Redeemer. Depra- 
ved Reaſon would direct God thus to 
ſpeak to a Sinner, Return unto me that 

may redeem thee, This Method ot 
Form of Speech is agreable to the per- 
verted Reaſon of fall'n Sinners: but 
to a believing Sinner Redemption is 2 


Motive to repent, and to return to 


God. ai. 44. 22. Return unto me for 
7 bave redeemed thee. Corrupt Rea- 
ſon ſees no room for Obedience, if it 
may have.no part or ſhare in making 
our Peace with God, and in reſtoring 
us to his Favour. According to th 
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ment of carnal Reaſon, our Obedience 
muſt either have ſome hand in recon- 
ciling us to God, or it is unneceſſary. 
This is that which unſanctified Rea- 
ſon. dictates: but Faith ſees the Ne- 
ceſſity of our returning to God, altho 
our Obedience be totally excluded from 
having the leaſt Influence in our Juſti- 
fication. . Nothing in the hearing of 
Faith has a more attractive Force to 
lead us to Obedience, than when God 


ſays to us, Return unto me for I have 


redeemed You, | | 

4 All true Believers are ſo far ſen- 
ſible of their Obligations to Obedi- 
ence, that the Burdea which they groan 
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under is the Weakneſs of their Grace 


and their want of Conformity to the 
Law of God. Their rejoicing. is on- 
ly in Qhriſt Jeſus : but all their trou- 


ble is from a Senſe of the Body of 


Death which is in them, and which 
they carry about with them. Nom. 7. 
24. O wretched Man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death, or fromthis body of death ! When 


Grace is wrought in the Heart, the 


Dominion of Sin is then deſtroy d, 
and when the Dominion of Sin is de- 
ſtroy d a full Deliverance from it is 

+. H deſir'd. 
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deſir d. There is no end to the De- 


ſires and Endeavours of a Believer till 


Sin be perfectly done away in him. 
5. The Law of God is perpetual in 


its Duration. Pſ.' 119. 89. For ever 


O Lord, thy Word is ſetled in Heaven, 


"The Angels in Heaven are under the 
Law in reſpect of Obedience. P/. 103. 


20. Bleſs the Lord ye his Angels, * 
excell in ſtrength, that ao his Command. 
ments, If 5 Angels be not without 
the Law, then the glorified Saints in 
Heaven will be under it as it is a Rule 
of Life, fo as to do the things com- 
manded by it. Their Obedience will 
not only refult from the Perfection of 
their State, and the [ntrinfick Goodneſs 
of the things which they do, but alſo 
from the OHAigat ion which they will be 


under to the Law of God. The Feli- 


city of Heaven will conſiſt in three 
things. 1. Viſion. 2. Nr 3+ AF 


{ mulation. | 
I. Viſton. In Sabed we ſhall ce 


Chriſt as he is. 1 Jh. 3. 2. We ſhal 
fee bim as be is.” To'fee \ Chriſt as 


ke is, is to have a bright- Viſion of 
his glorious and beautiful F ace tor e. 


7 
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2. Fru- 
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2. Fruition. This will be a con- 
ſtant immediate Enjoyment of the 
Goodneſs of God. 1077 1 ä 
3. Aſſimulation, or a perſect Kn 
10 to God in Holineſs. What will 
this be, but a Conformity to the Law 
of God without any Imperfection: 

The Truth of our Knowledge con 
cerniog the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
which is a Doctrine of Free Grace, is 
to be tryed by our Obedience to the 
Law of God, becauſe there is no a- 
ving experimental Knowledge of the 
Goſpel, where ns: is no Obedience to 
the Law of God. 

If we receive a Gpicin: of Unition 
and be conſecrated to the Service of 
God when we receive a Spirit of Jni- 
on, or when the Virtue of Chriſt's 
Death is applied to us, if we be ſreed 
from the Dominion of Sin when Wwe 
are delivered from the Law as it is a 
Covenant: of Works, if the Grace of 
the Goſpel when it appears to us in its 
Riches and Glory makes us holy, if 
the Weakneſs of Grace and a want of 
Conformity to the Law of God be a 
Burden which all true Believers groan 
under in this Life, if the Law of God 
be perpetual in its duration, and if 1 
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be ſothat in Heaven we ſhall have a Per- 
fect Likeneſs to God in Holineſs which 
will be a full Conſormiy to the Law, 
then if we would prove our ſelves to 
be ſuch as are redeemed by the Blood 
of Chriſt from the Wrath to come, 
and have a true experimental Knows 
ledge of the Grace of the Goſpel, we 
muſt not remit our Obedience to the 
Law of God, bur muſt ring forth fruit 


unto Holineſs, that with Joy we may 


As cem 


expect the end of al which will be 
2 Liſe. 
If ir be ſo, thar the iow 1 ofins 
bliſked by the Goſpel, then tins may 
be applied to you who live in the wil- 
ful breach of the Law of God under 
the Goſpel. It may: wre 1 Yn 
in two things. 145 5 
1. For Convidtion. 2. For aber. 
tation. 0 | (149 | 
T3 may be 


e he yon han | 
Convidion.” The Law not only con- 
tinues in Force againſt you, but your 
Condemnation under the Goſpel will 
be more fearful than if you had ne- 
ver heard of the Grace of it. Jah. 3. 
19. This is the Condenuation, that Light 
e into the World, and Men e 


Darkneſs rather rhan "Light, * 
_  Fhemr 
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their Deeds were evil. The Condem- 


as the Condemnation of them who 
hear of Chriſt, but never b/ieve in 
him. When @ Prince offers a free Par- 
don to Rebels that have broken the 


03 


Law, and by the breach of it have 


forfeited their Lives, the Sin of their 
Rebellion is made greater every time 
they reject the Favour of their Prince 


publiſhed. It is juſt fo with you who 
are ynbelieving and rebellious Sinners 
under the Goſpel. There is not a time 
that you are called by the Miniſtry of 
the Word, and refuſe the Call, but 
you become greater Sinners. If it be 
ſuppoſed that you are called an hundred 
times, and yet hearken not, then you 
are an hundred times greater Sinners 
chan yau were when you. Were firſt 
called... According to this way of rec- 
koning how great muſt your Sin be? 
As your Sin is, ſo will be your Puniſh- 
ment. The greater Sinners you are, 
the greater Puniſhment you ſhall have. 


Math. ar, 44: Whoſoever ſhall fal en 


this Stone ſhall be braten: but on whom- 


ſeever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to 


Powder. A- difference is put between 
128 .1 H 3 them 


— 


after the Proclamation of Pardon is 


tog The LAW Eſtabliſbed 
them that fall on the Stone, and them 
on whom the Szone' falls. Ordinary 
Sinners that ruſh againſt Chriſt, or ſin 
ignorantly, ſhall be broker : but they 
that ſin under the clear Light of the 
Goſpel, and the free Offers of rich 
Grace! ſhall be ground to Powder. - The 
periſhing of other Sinners will be like 
the falling of a Glaſs upon a Stone, which 
becauſe it is brittle breaks with the fall: 
but if any of you periſh under the Goſ- 
„your 'periſhing will be like the 
Falling e great Milftone or Rock on a 
Pitcher, which not "only breaks, wn 

Srinds it to Powder,” 0 

If you be diſobedient to the Li 
under the Goſpel, then every day will 
bring forth worſe to you till that which 
is Bad come to be worſt of all, and 
then you muſt go from your Houſe to 
your” Baniſhment, from Light to Part. 
oſs, and from DFE — the ern 
Death. WO 
2 Mae be pd to you for Ei- 
heftstztn; br to exhort you to' ſeek 
Reliefits Chriſt againſt the Law as it 
1 Covenant of Works,” 20d Strength" in 


Chriſt to dbey it as it is 4 Ra 9 
4 Lie. 12 19 * 1 11 oy \-\ ke py N ane 
ll. 

ll. 39m) Jug ei 99119 iht a 


gc! Hf 1. Seck 


— aw 
* 
— — 8 on Y - ö 
* „ — 3 3 
\- — LO * ol - 
= l g 


te GOSPEL. 
1. Seek Relief in Chriſt againſt the 
Law as it is a Covenant of Works. When 
the Law condemns you becauſe of Sin, 


remember then that Chriſt has con- 


demn d Sin in the Fleſh. Rom. 8. 3. 
God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs 
of  finful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned 
Sin in the Fleſh, If you have not 
Chriſt to-condemy Sin for you, Sin will 
condemn you tor ever. Sin dos as it 
were take upon it a Perſon, and comes 
into the Court of juſtice to enforce 
its Plea againſt a Sinner. What is the 
Plea which Sin has againſt you but this, 
that you have tranſgreſs'd the Law of 
God, and ought to be puniſhed for 
your Trangreſſions 2 Sin urges the 
condemning Sentence of; the Law a- 
gainſt you, and therefore the Law is 
{aid to be the Strength of Sin. 1 Cor. 
15. 56. Tbe ſtrength of Sin is the Law, 
It you have not Chriſt to appear in the 
Preſence of God for you to condemn 
Sin, or to invalidate its Plea, you will 
then fall under the Condemnation of 
Sin, and will never get from under it; 
Be exhorted now to flee from your Sins 
to Chriſt, and to lay aſide your rebel- 
lious Purpoſes, - when, he withdraws 
not his Compaſſons. If you tun to his 
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finned will be your Saviour, and he that 
is to be your Judge will be your Advo- 


The LAW Bſlabiſhed 
Pmbraces when he flretches forth his 
Arms, then he againſt whom you have 


cate, If you truſt in him you hall 
find that his Promiſes are ſure, and 
you ſhall not be confounded as if you 
had taken a wrong courſe when you 
fled to him for Help and Salvation. 

2. Seek Strength in Chriſt to obey 
the Law of God as it is a Rule of Life, 
Chriſt is ſaid to be all and in all, Col. 
3. 11. Chriſt is i» all Believers, and he 
15 all to empty Sinners, 

1. He is 2 all Believers by his Spi- 
fit and the lively Operations of it. 

2. He is a to empty Simers in the 
real Communication of his Graces and 
Benefits. It you come to Chriſt, he 
will be all Trurh to enlighten you, all 
Righteouſneſs to juſtifie you, all Life to 
quicken you, all Comſort for your Con- 
ſolation, all Falreſs for your Satisfa» 
Rion, all Ablineſs for your SanRifica- 
tion, and all Strength for your Obe 
dienee to the Law of Gd. 

Ik God this day give 


you under- 
ſtanding Hearts to ſeek Relief in Chriſt 
apainſt the Law as it is a Covenant of 
Works, and Strength — 
Ham "AH _=— 


by the GOSPEL. 
the Law as it is a Rule of Life, then 
the Everlaſting God will be your Por- 
tion and exceeding great Reward, his 
Promiſes will be your Support, his 
Grace your Strength, his Power your 
Shield, his Spirit your Guide, his Love 
your Joy, his Preſence here will be 
your Comfort, and his Preſence in 
Heaven will be your Glory, and the 
Perfection of your Eternal Happineſs. 
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AGAINST 


PRESUMPTION 
In S Fe 
PROSPERITY, 


OR 
The Danger of Immoderate Con. 


ſidence in a Proſperous Condition diſ- 


covered, 
AND 


Proper Remedies for the Prevention 
of it recom mended. 


By RICHARD Tarox Miniſter 
of the Goſpel. 
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Printed in the Year 1704. 


* 


—_— 


4 
. EIS — 
. 4 . - 
4 ' 0 A 
- 


. 
s — * 
S .* 
. 
= - — * 
* 
=> 
« 
: 
* _ I 
- © * 
. E * & 
. 
K — 
* 
— * 
6 ” n 
* 
U * * 
- * 
5 
— 
8 - 
4 & 
a ö 
A 'Y b E; 6% 
-yf 
. " i 
: \ . 
T * _ 
8 : £ 
-1 > * : 4 
, \ 4 
' ' ' 
4A 
x 4 „ 
- 
* * 
' * 
0 * 
- 
* , 
P 
* * * 
_ — 5 * 2 A 
: - 45 
9 * _ : 
D * 
— * 
PR 4 4 4 : 
Li * 4 
— * a 
n 1 
— 4 . ” \ 
— 
- * * 
. * * 5 
* * 
* i. + e . 
—_—_ * » 55 
I 
* > 
7 4 5 
7 7 
"y on 
* 1 * i : 
, G , 4 : 
= * 
* * ' 
1 
. 
„ 0 1 
Is * o 
= # * 2 
* — 
BY \ 
we 
% x 
_ 
* * 
q TS 
= 
i 
” 1 * — oy — c > — — — 
0 _ —— 
2 - + : - " * — — 4 . 1300 K * " 8 3 „ 7 woes ** 9 OE RE T TT IEEIS ———_—_—— 
” , "EE " ” * 0 1 " 4 ' N 
— _— 2 Is 
- . — - — — - — — — — — — * — — _— 
= 


Seaſonable Caution 


AGAINST 


PRESUMPTION 


In a Time of 


PROSPERITY. 


* RE * 8 ON EY | 


5 Plum a ve. 2m 

In my Proſperity Bad, T ſhall ne- 
per be moved. 
Lord by thy favonr thou haſt mal 
2 to ſtand ſtrong 


— 


118 Song wh made at 
the Dedication of David's 
 Houke, 


The Pſal | 
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praiſes God for the Deltverances w 


rr but he 
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112 4 Seaſonable Caution againſt 
exliqrts others to praiſe him, and that 
he-might perſwade them to this Duty, 
he gives them a very affecting Rehear- 
fal of the gracious dealings of God 

towards himſelt. 

In tlie Words that I hive choſen to 
ſpeak from, there are three things 
which I {hall remark. | 

1. The Confidence of the Pſalmiſt 
when he was in Proſperity. In my 
Prof perity 1 ſaid, 1 ſhall never be mo- 
ved. 

„ ground Ty his Confidence. 
Lord by thy favour thou haſt made my 
Mountain to ſtand ſtrong, or thou haſt 
ſetled Strength for my Mountain. The 
Strength of his Mountain my be 1 in- 
terpreted of two things. 

1. It may be interpreted of the E- 
ſtabliment or Settlement of David's 
worldly Crown and Dignity. Moſt In- 
terpreters carry it this way. They 
think after Abſolom's unnatural Rebel- 
lion was over, and when David was 
returued to Tera alem in Peace, he then 
ſat down and penn d this Pſalm, not 
only to exprels his Gratitute towards 
God for all his Goodneſs, but alſo to 
ſhew:the Holly. and Vanity. whereob he 


had n guilty; when he placd his 
Con- 


Preſumption in a time of Proſperity, 113 
Confidence in earthly things; Before 
Abſolom broke out into Rebellion, he 
thought his Temporal Felicity and King- 
ly Glory to be moſt firmly ſetled. He 
feared no Diſturbance, and dream'd of 
no Revolt : but when the fruit of his 
Loins roſe up againſt him, and chas'd. 
him not only from his Pallace, but 
from the defrreable Place of God's 
Worſhip, he then ſaw his Miſtate, and 
was ſenſible of his Error. It was the 
School of Afflittion that confuted his an- 
grounded Confidence. 

2. By the Strength of his Mountain 
may be meant the Aſſurance which he 
had of the Love and Favour of God 
to his Soul, He thought that he had 
a firm Foundation for his Confidence, 
and yet his Peace was diſturb d. Lord, 
(faithihe) by thy favour thou haſt made 
my Mountain to fland ſtrong. it was 
from the Favour of God that he con- 
cluded his Mountain ſtood ſtrong. 

3. When the Pfalmiſt was in the 
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| height of his Confidence, Trouble vas | 
then near, and did ſoon come upon | 
I | 80 
Thou didſt hide thy Face and I was 
troubled, It was a great trouble that 
he was under when God hid his Face. 
| It 
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It was Trouble that brought Terror and 


Amaement with it. The Word that is 
here turned Troubled is in another place 
tranſlated amazed, Exod. Ch. 15. Ver. 


15. The Dukes of Edom ſball be — 
The Trouble of the Pſalmiſt was from 


the hiding of Gods Face, and it may 


be underſtood two ways, 


1. It may be underſtood of the Di- 
ſtreſs and Anguiſn of Spirit which he 
was in, when he was not only driven 
ſrom his own Houſe, and had S/imei 
to curſe and revile him by the way, but 
was forc'd to remember how his ows 
Sin had provok d God to chaſten him 
With a Rebelliw which brought |botli 


Shame and Loſt upon himſelf, andend- 


ed in the untimely eh Deb ot his wich- 


e San, and of many more. 
2. It be underſtood of wha in- 


3 Diſtractiun and Horror where- 
wich he uas fill d, when God withdrew 
the Sente of his Favour from him, and 


when a comfortable Iatercourſe be- 


ed and ſuſpe 


tween God and his Soul was obſtruct- 
nded. 
The Doctrine which 1 ſhall raiſe 


from the Words is this, 


To 


Preſumption in a time of Projperity. 


To be lifted up, or to give way to Im- 


moderate Confidence in Proſperity brings 


7. rouble. 


In ſpeaking to this Do trine Lhe 
do four things. | 


t. I ſhall give Reaſous why we muſt 
not be lifted up with any ſort of Pro- 


ſperity. 


2. 1 ſhall ſhew what that Trouble is 
which comes upon us from the hiding 
of God's Face, when we do not watch 
againſt Carnal Confidence in a proſ- 
pets th Condition. 


3 1 ſhall new what, our Carriage 
and Behaviour muſt be when we are 
in Trouble, becauſe God has hid his 


Face from us. 


4. 1. ſhall new what way we muſt 
ke to prevent Trouble of Spirit as 
it is a Fruit of Carnal Confidence, 
when we have Soul-proſperity, or when 
our Proſperity is from the Special Fa- 
vour of NG; | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. I 
Reaſons againſt Preſumption.in a time 


of Proſperity. 


Shall give Reaſons. why we muſt 
not be lifted up with any fort of 

Praſperity. | 
1. Not with worldly Proſperity. 

2. Not with Soul-proſperity. 1 

1. We muſt not be liſted up with 
worldly Proſperity.” © 

1. Worldly Proſperity is a Truſt that 
requires great Skill and Faithfulneſs to 
manage it aright, A Traſt is that 
which a Man of Integrity dos not chuſe, 
and when it is put upon him he is not 
lifted up but rather caſt down, becaule 
he ſuſpects his Fitneſs for it. When 
God gives us the Proſperity of this 
World we muſt not be lifted up with 
it, but muſt ſollicitouſly inquire how 
we mult act, that ſo we may be found 
faithful Stewards towards God. 

2. When the Proſperity ofthe World 
is given to a Believer, it is for the * 
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al of his Grace, which.is a Work of 
Difficulty. As there are ſome Graces 
Which come not to a tryal till we be 
in Diſtxęſi, lo there are other Graces 
which come not to atryal till we be in 
Prqſherity. Poverty trys our Patience 
and ur Dependence on God for a Sap- 
ly, of that which ve want. Proſpori- 
ty trys,qur Humility, Self- denial, and 
fiducial Dependence on God for the 
Contiuuance of that which we Have. 
When a rich Man ſees Emptineſs in all 
his Abundance without the Enjoyment 
of God in it, he then exerciſes as much 
Grace, and ſhews as heayenly a frame 
of Mind, as a poor Man dos, who ſees 
and enjoys a Fulueſs in God in the 
midſt of all his Emptineſs. It is no 
little Grace to know how to abound as 
el as know how to be in want. Phil. 
4. 12. Im inſtructed both to be full and 
to be empty, bath to abound and to ſuf- 
fer mant. He that knows how to a- 
baund, and not to be Liſted wp with 
His abundance, is as great a Chriſtian 
a8 he that knows how to ſuffer need 
and not to be caſt down. Proſperity 
is for the tryal of a Believer's Humi- 
lity and Self-denial, and therefore when 
he proſpers he ought to examine whe- 
1 12 ther 
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ther he be lower in his own Eſleem, 


and he ought to have a jealous Eye 
over himſelf leſt any thing ſhould riſe 
up in his Heart that may contradict 
the Deſign of God. 2 

3. Nothing is more /{ippery and un- 
certain than the Proſperity of this 
World. It is but a Foundation of 
Sand that is ſoon blown away, and 
therefore it can be no ground for our 
Confidence. When we think that the 


Mountain of our outward Proſperity 


is ſtrongeſt, it may then be weakeſt, and 
when we expect moſt Peace, we may 


then have /eaſt Quiet. 


4. Poverty dos not bring us under 
ſtronger Temptations to Sin then Pro- 


ſperity dos. Pro. 30. 8. 9. Give me 


neither Poverty nor Riches, feed me wit) 


food convenient for me: leſt I be full and 


deny thee, and ſay, who is the Lord? 
When Men are full they are ready to 
deny God, and to bring his Authority 
under Contempt. God commanded 


the /ſraelites to take heed leſt they 


ſhould forget God theirDeliverer when 
they were full. Deut. 6. 11. 12. The 
ſame Caution is repeated. Chap. 8. 


The 
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Preſumption in a time of Preſperity. 
The Hearts of Men are ſo apt to 


{lide oft from God, when they proſ- 


per in the World, that it may be 
doubted whether ever Worldly Proſ- 
perity made any one Believer better, 
when it is too evident that it has 
made many worſe. When Believers 
flouriſh in the Fleſh, or proſper in the 
World, they do then frequently de- 
cline in their Grace, and wither in 
the Spirit. 

5. When a Believer is lifted up with 
Worldly Proſperity, he is then near 
ſome ſmart Stroak from the Hand of 
God. The Approach of his Affliction 
may be foreſeen in the Exaltation of 


his Spirit. Humility is the Præludium 


to Honour : but before deſtruction the 
heart of a Man is haughty. Pro, 18. 11. 
The haughtineſs of the Heart is a Sig- 
val of Deſtruction to a Sinner, and of 
Correction to à Believer, | 

1. It is a fore-runner of Deſtraction 
to a Sinner. When his Heart is moſt 


ſwell'd with Pride, then is God about 


8 caſt the Fury of his Wrath upon 
im. N | | | | 
2. It is a Preſignature of Correction 
to a Believer. When the Heart of a 
Believer is haughty becauſe of his 
e 
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| Worldly Proſperity, Cod is ten co. 
ming to rebate and chaſten him with 
ae eee eee e ee 
6. When the Proſperity of this 
World dos not quicken our Defires 
after God, and put us upon ſeeking 
a better Inheritance, but imboldlens us 
in Sin, it then proves the, greateſt 
Judgment to us. As the Liberty of 
Laſt is the greateſt Bondage, ſo uncon- 
trouled Proſperity in a way of. Sih is 
the greateſt Plague and judgment. God 
will be moſt ſevere againſt them 
whom he fotbears to puniſh for a 
time, when they provoke Him by a 
courſe of proſperous Wickedneſs, and 
he is moſt angry againſt Sinners, when 
he gives them up to the Luſts of their 
Hearts, to work out their own Damna- 
tion without fear and trembling, Some- 
times the Wicked wither in their 


e ee which is 
ie ficteſt Seaſon for their being cut 
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be ds the fat of Lambs: into ſmoak ſhall 
they conſume away. When they proſ- 
per, they are only preſerved to be Sa- 
crifices tor 'the flaming Vengeance of 
God. When Godly Men are weak and 
low, their Names are then written in 
Heaven. Luke 10. 20. 

The Inheritance of Believers is in 

Haven, and it is eternal, Believers 
have their Names written in Heaven 
when they have no Reputation in this 
World: But when preſumptuous Sin- 
ners are honoured and exalted, their 
Names are written in the Earth. Jer. i 
17. 13. To be written in the Earth, 


notes not only the Renown which wick- 
ed Men have, but the ancertainty 
which goes along with it, and their | 
ſudden Deſtruction. How ſuddenly are | | 
their Names and honorary Titles wip d | 
out; who have no better Foundation 
for their Felicity than mere Vanity. | 
If it be fo, that the Proſperity of 
this World, be a Truſt that requires | 
great Skill and Faithfulneſs to manage 
it aright, if it be given to a Believer 
for the tryal of his Grace, if it be 
moſt ſlippery and uncertain, if it bring 
us under frong Temptations to Sin, if 
it lay us open to ſevere Corrections ; 
N when ; 
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when our Hearts are lifted up with it, 
and if it be the greateſt Judgment and 
Plague to us, when it dos not quicken 
our Deſires after God, and put us up- 
on ſeeking a better Inheritance, then 
when we are in Proſperity we muſt 
not be lifted up with it. We mult not 
be high minded, but fear, and we muſt 
be more in praying for a ſautified In- 
provement of our proſperous State, 
than for the Continuance of it. 

2. We muſt not be lifted up with 


Soul Proſperity. The Proſperity of the 


Soul is, when God ſhines upon us through 
Chriſt with the light of his Favour, and 
ſtrengthens every Grace in us. This is 
the Proſperity of the Soul, and it 
dos infinitely tranſcend all the Proſpe- 
rity of this World, yet we muſt not 
be lifted up with it. We muſt rejoyce 
in God for it, but we mult nor give 
way to immoderate Confidence when 
we have it. 1 5115 1 

1. The higheſt Aſſurance of God's 
Love, without a renewed and conſtant 
Reliance on Chriſt, cannot preſerve 
us from new Trouble and freſh Diſ- 
quietments. David had the free Fa- 
voir of God, as a ſure ſtable footing 
Wwhereon- to build his Confidence. 
| Nas | "> «at  { 5 ' a þ David 
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David might draw his Argument thus, 
every one who has the Favour of God 
for the Foundation of his Safety, Peace, 
and Comfort, ſhall not be moved : but 
God (might David fay) by his Grace 
and Favour has made my Mountain 
to ſtand ſtrong; therefore T ſhall not 
be moved. This isa Concluſion which 
David might draw from good premi- 
ſes. It may be ſaid, where then was 
his Flaw and Defe#, and how did he 
come to be troubled and difquieted ? 
[ anfwer. When God ſtrengthened 
him in his Soul and fill'd him with Joy, 
he then grew in ſome degree remiſs 
and careleſs as to the Life of Faith, 
and the Exerciſe of it. When God by 
his Favour made David's Mountain to 
ſtand ſtrong, he reſted in the Strength 
of it. He divided his Faith between 
God and the Strength of his Mountain. 
He truſted in his Mountain as well as in 
God, when he ſhould have truſted ozely 
in God, but no more in his Mountain 
when it was /trong than if it had been 
weak, He had a good Foundation un- 
der him but becauſe he grafted Car- 
nal Confidence on it, his clear Light 
did ſuddenly ſhrink into Darkneſs. 


2. When 
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2. When we mix n with 
our Faith, God will then cover us with 
Darkness. God can do this when we 
have moſt of the Light of Comfort. 
He can make the Morning Darkneſs. A. 
mos 4. 13. When we hope that all 
the Shadows are diſpers d, and when 
we expect 'a long. and + linhtſome day, 
God can then bring Darkneſs upon us 
when we leaſt fear it. As he can make 
the Morning Darkneſs, or the Night to 
return when we think it is over and 
gone, fo he can make the Sun to go 
down at Noon-day, when we look not 
only for Light, but for Light in its 
Meridian Laſire, and not only for Joy, 
but for Joy in its Elevation. Amos 8. 
9. I will canſe (faith God) the Sun to 
go down at Noon, and I will Arnet. the 
Barth in 'the clear Day. 

When aun ende Stabes ür dif fem 
leaning on the Reck of Ages, God then 
turns our Confidence into Fear, our Re- 


Joycing into Weeping, and our Comfort 
into a Depth of Sorrow. He removes 


from us all the Props; of Seuſt that he 


may firengthen and fix the Pillars of 
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CHAP: H. 


What Trouble it is that will come #p* 
on us from the hiding of God's 
Face, when. we do not watch 4. 
guinſt Carnal Confidence in 4 


Fi. ſhew what that Trouble is 


which will come upon us from the 
hiding of God's Face, when we are 
not Watt hful againſt Carnal Confidence 
in 4 proſperous Condition. It is trou - 
ble which is according as the hiding 
of God's Face is, and it is either ex- 
ternal, of internal. 

1. When God hides his Face from 
us in the current of his Providentes, and 
when every Providence has a frowning 
47 5 we. then have external Trou- 
ble, or Trouble from without. When 
God walks contrary to us in his Pro- 
vidences, then our Affictions may be 
many and various, When all the Light 
of Providence is darkned, our chef 
fappoſed Comforts may be our greateſt 
Croſſes. | 2. When 
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2. When God hides his Face from 
our Souls, and when there is no light 
in his Promiſes, then we have internal 
Trouble, or Trouble from wirhin. 
When a Believer ſees no Glimmerings 
of Light in the Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel, when he perceives nothing of the 
| tender Motions of God's heart, and 
| when Clouds of Wrath come out of 
the Threatnings of the Law, his Trou- 
ble is then exceeding great. It is ſo 
becauſe of four things. 

1. The Grace of the Goſpel is bid 
from him, but the Rigour of the Law 
is reveal d. Mercy is conceal'd, and 
the Guilt of Sin is diſcovered, which 
makes a Believer to Ianguiſh under the 
Frights and Fears of Hel and Death, 
He is then in his own reckoning aban- 
| doned of Mercy, and delivered into 
| the hands of Juſtice. ; 

2. He is followed with the Checques 
and Rebukes of Conſcience, whereby 
the Charge of former Sins is renewed 

againſt him. Job 13. 26. Thou writeſt 

bitter things againſt me, aud makeſt me to 

pole the Sins of my Touth. When the 

arge of former Sins is renewed a. 
gainſt a Beliver in the Court of Com 
ſcience, he is then ſtruck down with 


the 
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the Apprehenſions of Guilt, and is a- 
fraid that God has ſhut the Door of 
Mercy againſt him. At ſuch a time 
the Devil who is a troabled and a trou- 
Bling Spirit, will be buſie to add to the 
Trouble of a Believer. 
3. He comes under the Fear of pe- 
riſting altho* he be above the Danger 
of it, He comes under the Shadow of 
Death altho he be paſſed from Death to 
Life. Both Temporal and Eternal Death 
have their Shadows. We are never 
from under the Shadow of the #r/e. 
We are dying Duſt, and our Life is but 
lingring Pain at beſt. A Believer is ne- 
ver from under the Shadow of tempo- 
ral Death, and when the Face of God 
is hid from him he is under the Sha- 
dow of Eternal Death. The Shadow 
of it ſcares him when the Sy of It 
cannot touch him. | 
4. He repreſents to himſelf God AS 
his Enemy, and as à Judge that will 
not be entreated. When he conceives 
God to be his Enemy, he cannot then 
remember God withour Trouble. P/. 
77. 3. I remembred God, and was trou- 
bled. There can be no true Comfort 
without the remembrance of God : 
but when the remembrance of God, 
, which 


which is a Believers aue. Comfort, be- 
comes his Trouble, how great then 
muſt his Trouble be: When the Face 
ol God ſhines upon a Believer, he, is 
then neither unwilling to leave .this 
World, nor afraid to go into the xext : 
but when God | hides his Face from 
him, he then ſears every thing. When 
God becomes a Terror to him, he is 
then without Hope in the Day of Evil. 
Jer. 17. 17. Be wot a Terror to me, thou 
art my Hope in the day of Evil. How 
void of Comfort muſt a Believer be, 
when God who is the Spring of all 
Conſolation becomes his Terror? If God 
Who is his o/ Hope in the day. f Evil 
be a Terror to him, how terrible then 
muſt the Euil Day be to him > When 
God has hid his Face tram a Beli ver, he 
may then call to all chat paſs by, and 
ſpeak to them in the Language of Je- 
ruſalem in the day of her great Diſtreſs. 
Lam. I. 12. Bebeld aud ſee if there be 
any Troulle lite unto my Sorrow? When 
God ſpreads a Cloud over a Believer, 
then all the. Light of his Comfort is 
.darkned, and 4.egioxs of Terrors break 
Face from him, he is then thrown in- 
to a deep and dark Duygeon, and hat 
2 
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a Store=bouſe of Fears muſt this Gulph 
of diſmal Darkneſs be to him ? 
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CHAP, Ill. 


What our Carriage and Behaviour 
muſt be, when we are in Trouble 
becauſe God has hid his Face from 


Shall ſhew u hat our Carriage and 
'Behaviour muſt be, when we are 
in Trouble becauſe God has hid his 
Face from us. 

1. We muſt truſt in God when he 
conceals his Love fromus. When we 
do this, our Advantage | is great two 
Ways. 

1. We not only poſſeſs that which 
is e to that which we have 
loſt, but that which is preferable to it. 
Communion with Chriſtin the Saud» 
fying Influence of his Grace is more ex- 


cellent than Communion with him in 


the Comforting Light of the Spirit. 


2. It is a Proof of the Jrutb of our 


Nee when we can truſt in 
him 
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him when he conceals his Favour from 
us. When the Heart of a Believer is 
enlarged, and his Soul raviſhed with 


the Embraces of Chriſt, it is then no 
great matter for him to expreſs much 


Love: but for a Saint to cling about 


Chriſt when he ſeems with Frowns to 
put him away, this is a Teſtimony for 
him that he has not only a true Love, 
but a ſtrong Aﬀetton. I 

2. When we are in Trouble\becauſe 
we have loſt the comfortable Sight of 
God's Face, we mult then learn to 
prize Communion with him. God clouds 
and veils his Face from us that he may 
the more endear his Favour to us when 
he returns to ſmile upon us. When 


God turns the Sigus and Tokens of his 


Diſpleaſure into Expreſſions of his 
Love, and when he changes our ſtate 


of Mourning i into a (tate of holy Con- 


fidence, enlarged Hope, and refreſhing 


Comfort, how dos this engage our 


Hearts to delight in God 2 : 

3. When God has hid his Face from 
us, we muſt then conſider what Pro- 
vocations we have given him by our 
Sins. We muſt ſearch whether our 
r to his Laws, the Let har- 


* of our indulged Sloth, our Wan- 
tonneſs 
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tonneſs and Unwary Walking, our Ir- 
reverence and Formality, our Spiritu- 


al Pride and Vain-glory, our Earthly- 
mindedneſs and inordinate Love of the 
World, have not made God to hide 


his Face from us. We muſt carefully 
look over our Lives, and we mult en» 
ter into our Hearts, and mult there 
go from one retired Corner to another 
till we find out the Image of Jealouſy, 
which is the Bane of our Comfort, 
the Spring of our Sorrow, and that 
which puts the Comforter (as to our 
Senſe and Apprehenſion) far from us. 
When we examine the Courſe of our 
Lives, and ſearch our Hearts, we ſhall 
find ſome Sin that ſticks by us and 
breaks us off from ſome Duty, either 
in the Cloſet, or in the Family, or in 
the Sanctuary, or in ſome other rela- 
tion where we ſtand. When we have 
found out that Sin which has made 
the breach between God and us in re- 
ſpe& of a comfortable Intimacy, we mult 
then treat it as a Lawleſs Intruder, and 
as the Diſturber of our Peace. 

1. We muſt caft it out, and muſt no 
longes. harbour or entertain it. We 
mult ſtudy Revenge, but mult exerciſe 
no Forbearance towards it. If we will 
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not forbear to ſin, which is to do the 
Devil's Work, we need not then to 
wonder if we find a Hel in our Con- 
ſcience. 

2. We muſt expreſs our Hatred of 
it, and our Abhorrency of our ſelves, 
by Confeſſion. | 

3. We muſt bring it not only to the 
Blood of Chriſt that it may be forgiven, 
but to the Power of Chriſt that it may 
be ſlain, and that it may have the Re- 
ward of a Traytor. | | 

4. When God hides his Face from 
us, we muſt then be humbled before 
him for our Sins, and we muſt be 
bowed down under rhe Senſe of our 
own CUnworthineſs and Inſufficiency. 
When God hides his Face from us, it 
is that he may throw down the Self-ex- 
alting and Self-applauding Spirit which 

is natural to us, and that we may learn 
to be as little Children. Matth. 18. 3. 
Except ye be converted, and become as 
little Children, ye ſhall not enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. What is it to 
be as /ittle Children in the Senſe that 
they are here taken, and as they are 
recommended to us as Patterns for our 
Imitation 2 I anſwer. To be as little 
Children, is to be Harmleſs without 
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Malice, Innocent without Guile, and 
humble without Haughtineſs. It may 
be ſaid, Whar is it to be humble with- 
out Havghtineſs 2 I anfwer, 
r. It 1s to ſubmit our Judgments to 
God in the Myſteries of his Grace, and 
in the Truth of his Promiſes. This is 
to deny our own Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding, and to come to God under 
a Conviction of our finful Folly and 
Ignorance, that we may be inſtructed 
in the things which belong to Eternal 
Life. 1 Cor. 3. 18. If any Man among 
you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this World, let 
him become a Fool that he may be wiſe, 
He mult be ſtrip'd of all the Conceits 
Which he had of his former Wiſdom, 
before he can receive that Viſdom which 
is from above, and is unto Salvation. 
To have a Senſe of our Folly is the 
way to be made wiſe : but when we 
are opinionated of our own Wiſdom, 
we then prove to be the greateſt Fools. 
When we obey God we mult deny our 
own Wills, and when we ſeek to know 
him we muſt deny our own corrupt 
Reaſon. As our Wills muſt ſubmit to 
the Precepts of God, ſo our Reaſon with- 
out wrangling muſt ſubmit to Divine 
Revelation. God reveals the hidden 
| K 2 Myſte- 
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Myſteries of his Wiſdom and Love, 
not to them who lift up their Heads 
as if they were Giants.in Stature, but 
to them who are Babes, and think they 
know nothing as they ſhould till they 
be taught of God. Matth. 11.25. 7 
thank-thee O Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
haſt revealed them unto babes.” God will 
make choice Diſcoveries to the humble 
in heart and the meek in Spirit, but he 
has a ſharp Launce to cut and pierce 
them who carry about with them the 
Tumour of unmortified Pride. 

2. It is to ſubmit our Vile to God 
not only in the Commands of his Word, 
but alſo in the Deſpenſations of his Pro- 
vidence. This is to be ready to do 
What he commands in his Word, and 
to endeavour to be contented with what 
he orders and brings about in his Works. 

3. Itis to ſubmit our ſelves to the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt as our only 
jultifying Righteouſneſs before God, 
and to renounce all Confidence in our 
own Works and Duties, This is to 
count the whole Stock of our Inberent 
Grace, and all the Ads of our Obedience 
as Loſs in the great Affair of our ſuſti- 
fication 


fication, and to expect to be ſound in 
Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8, 9. Our Inherent 
Graces and our Cuties (when we make 
them any ground of our Acceptance 
with God) are not only as Loſs that 
will never profit us, but they will be 
as Dung to defile us. | 
4. It is to take the Eſtimate of our 
Weight and Worth from what God, 
as he is a God of Iafinite Knowledge, 
judges of us. What are we in Weight 
when we are weighed by God who 
judges of things according to Truth? 
I anſwer. We are lighter than Vani- 
ty. When we arein high degree, and 
have got up to the Pinacle of worldly 
Honour and Grandeur, yet if we be 
then laid in the Ballance, we are altoge- 
ther lighter than Vanity, Pal, 62. 9. 
To be altogether lighter than Vanity 
which has not the leaſt Weight in it, 
is to be light beyond Imagination. A- 
gain. What are we in worth when we 
are valued according to the Judgment 
which God paſſes upon us? I anſwer. 
We are not only nothing, but leſs then 
nothing. Jai. 40. 17. Al Nations be- 
fore him are as nothing, and they are 
counted to him leſs than nothing. There 
cannot be any thing more emphatically 
3 ex- 
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expreſſive of our Emptineſs and Infigni- 
fieancy, than for God to ſay of us, that 
we are leſs than nothing. To be No- 
thing is to be in the furtheſt diſtance from 
the ſmalleſt Drop of being. We are 
not only Nothing, but we are /e/s than 
nothing, becauſe when we have no- 
thing of our own that is /piritually 
good, we have abundance of that in us 
which is morally evil. When we begin 
to ſwell with magnifying Thoughts of 
our ſelves, and to leave the rank and 
place of Cyphers, we muſt then re- 
member that 1n the Judgment of that 

God who cannot err, we are lighter 
than Vanity, and leſs than nothing. If 
we be lighter than Yaxz/ty, of what 
then can we boaſt ? If we be et than 
nothing, wherein then can we glory: 

When God hides his Face from vs, 
he does it that we may know how 
weak and ſiuful, how vain and worthleſs 
we are. 

g. When God hides his Face from us, 
we mult waz? on him in his Ordinances, 
and we muſt wait for him. Wai. 8, 17. 
I will wait upon the Lord that hideth bs 
Face from the Houſe of Jacob, and [ 
will look for him. When we look for 
God, we mult wait for four * 

| I. We 
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1, We muſt wait to feel the guicten- 
ing, ſupporting, and ſtrengthening Power 


of his Grace. 
2. We muſt wait for more of the 


ſubduing Power of his Spirit, to quell 
all the tumultuous and rebellious Mo- 
tions of Sin in our Hearts. 

3. We muſt wait for the ſweet Dove- 
like Voice of his Spirit to ſpeak Peace 
to our Conſcience. 

4. We muſt wait for the cheering 
Virtue of his ſtrong Conſolations to re- 
freſh our fainting Souls. 

If we wait for Chriſt, and follow 
after him when we find no preſent 
Comfort coming from him, we then 
have the Fountain, and ſhall not be 
long without the Streams. When we 
have Chriſt in whom there is a Ful- 
neſs of all Comfort, our Souls ſhall not 
remain comfortieſs, Chriſt will lighten 
our Candle, he will ancloud our Sun, 
and reſtore to us the Joy of our Salva- 
tion. When the greateſt Diſcourage- 
ments lie before us we mult not de- 
ſpair, becauſe when we are afraid that 
it will never be day, God can then 
turn the Shadow of Death into the Moru- 
ing. Amos 5. 8. He can turn our 7rou- 
ble into Peace, our Sorrow into Joy, and 
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the Darkneſs of Deſertion i into the Light 
of Conſola, Fon. YR SOLD 
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CHAP. IV. 


How we muſt prevent Trouble of Spi- 


rit from coming upon us, when our 
Proſperity i is from the Special Fa- 
your of God, 


Shall ſhew what way we muſt take 

to prevent Trouble of Spirit as it 

is a Fruit of ſinful Confidence, when 
we have Soul- proſperity, or when our 


Proſperity is from the Special Favour 


of God. This I ſhall do in fix things. 
1. We muſt labour to be more cir- 
cumſpect and unblamable in our Conver- 


'fation. When we break the Bonds of 


God's Rule, he will then ind us in 
Chains of Diſtreſs. When ve make 


havoct of his Precepts, he will then 


lay us in Darkneſs and in the Deeps. 
When we put out the Light of his Coun- 
ſel, he will years the Light of our 
Comfort. 

It may be ſaid, this makes our Pra- 


ow FO or 1 Wee of our 
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Grace, to be the conditional Cauſe of 
our Joy, and of the Manifeſtation of 
God's Favour towards us. 

I anſwer? This dos not follow. 
Holineſs is a Diſpofition that God works 
in us, when he fills us with Joy and 
Comfort, becauſe: when he communi- 
cates hs Love, he alſo communicates 
his Likeneſs : but Holineſs in us is 
not the Condition, or meritorius Cauſe, 
of God's refreſhing us with his Com- 


forts. God is proved by our Sins, 


but he is not mov'd by our inherent 
Grace, as if it were a Condition to draw 
out his Favour towards us. The Joy 
of the Lord is Niue, which is not put 
into us becauſe we are clean Veſſels: 
but God purifies our Souls before he 
pours the Wine of Foy into us in its 


abundance. He has no regard to any 


thing in us as a Federal Condition, that 
merits either his Favour, or the Ma- 
nifeſtation of it : but he obſerves a 
beautiful Order in the Communications 
of his Love, and 1n the Operations of 
his Grace. | | 

2. We muſt ſtrive to be more and 
more crucified to the World, and to 
all the fading Excellencies of it. When 
we make the World to be our Home 
A which 
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Never mult we expect any gre 
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which is but our Inn, and when we 


take up our Ref in Earthly things, 


then will God fill us with 4/ttermeſs, 
and will bring a day of Trouble on us, 
to ſhew us how vain the whole World 
is, when the Face of Heaven is cloud. 
ed and overſhadowed. When the beſt 

things in the World are not worthy = 
of our Affections, if we will admire 


the worſt things in it, and follow the 
Cuſtom of a vain World, we muſt not 
think it non if the- Devil, who is 


the Prince of the World, be let looſe 
upon us as our Tarmentor. If we will 
wear the Li very of the open profeſſed 
Enemies of God, we ſhall not be feaſt- 


ed as the Favourites of Heaven, but 


have à repulſe as lacihſliding Children. 
at fore- 


taſtes of our Maſter's Joy, till we be 


dead to all the Vanities of this World. 


3. We muſt live in the Expectation 


of Spiritual Conflicts and Troubles, 
and then we ſhall either eſcape them, 


or they will not be overwhelming 
when they come. Nothing more di- 


ſturbs bur Peace,; than when our 
Trouble is ſudden beyond Ex pectat ion, 
and when our Hearts are unfenc d 
and without Preparation. We muſt not 


fancy 


- Dy 


fancy and form groundleſs Troubles, 
and thereby create Croſſes to our (elves; 
To fear Shadows, argues ether great 
Weakneſs of Judgment, or Guilt of Con- 
ſcience. Tryals are to be expected 
by us. | | 

If it be aid, How mult we expect 
them? 1 anſwer. | 
Me muſt expect them with a wary 
Prudence and with a well reſolved Faith, 
but not with a diſtracting fear and 
with a preſagivg diſtruſt. Our Life is 
a Pilgrimage or Warfare, therefore 
Conflits and Wounds, Troubles and 
Tryals, are to our Condition. 
We muſt expect them with Courage, 
meet them with Reſolution, bear them 
with Patience, and paſs them through 
with Conſtancy. The aprightneſs of 
that Man's Heart is tobe doubted, who 


was never | tempted to queſtion the 


eſs of his State, and that Peace is 


to be ſuſpected which Saran never 


diſquiets. It is not here on Earth, but. 
oxely in Heaven, that we ſhall have 2 
Crown without any Croſs or Cares, a 
Joy without the leaſt Sorrow or Grief, 
and a bright day without returning 
Clouds, or a ſucceeding Night. 


4. If 
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4. If we would fit under the Sun- 
ſhine of God's Favour, we muſt then 
get our Hearts fill d with ſuch a Fear, 
as will make us afraid of /inful Securi- 
ty, When we do not fear, we ſhall 
be caſt down from the Top of Preſump- 
tion into the loweſt Pit of Deſpair. When 
Men boaſt of their being above all Fear, 
we ſoon find them beyond all Hope. 
God tempers his Favours with Diſco- 
veries of his glorious Majeſty, and awes 
our Souls with Fatherly Frowns, that 
when we have the Comforts of the Ho- 
9 Gboſt, we may walk in the Fear of 
the Lord. Walking in the Fear of the 
Lord, is joyn'd with walking in the 
Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. Acts g. 31. 
There is no Contradliction, but a Con- 
fiſtency between the Fear of the Lord, 
and the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Fear of the Lord and the Comforts 
of the Holy Ghoſt are not incompatible, 
but agree well together in the ſame 
Subject. When the Holy Ghoſt ſheds 
abroad the Love of God in our Hearts 
4 à ſweet Ointment, the Senſe which 
ve then have of the X7adneſs of God 
to us in a Saviour, raiſes in us a true 
Love to God as a Father. 'Fhis Love 
caſts out a legal Fear, which is contrary 
+ to 


Preſumption in a time of Proſperity. 


to Faith, but calls in a Filial Fear, 
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which is oppoſite to carnal Security. 


x Joh. 4. 18. Perfect Love caſts out Fear. 
Perfect Love caſts out a ſervile Fear, 
which diſturbs the Peace of the Houſe, 
. and extinguiſhes the Fire of Heavenly 
Love : but it takes in a Filial Fear, 
which preſerves the Quiet of the Houſe, 
and enflames Charity. When Jacob was 
reaſoning with Laban, he calls God the 
God of Abraham, who was then dead, 
but the Fear of Jaac, who was then 


alive. Gen. 31. 42. The Jewiſh Rab- 


bins put a good Note on the Variation 


which is in Jacobs Words when he 


ſpeaks of God. They ſay, the reaſon 


why Jacob call'd God the Fear of Iſaac © 


who was not then dead as Abraham 
was but alive, was becauſe while we 
live we ought to fear. As long as we have 
Life in this World, we ought never to 
be without the Fear of God. Clemens 
Alexandrinus takes notice, that the 
Cloud wherein God appeared to Moſes 
was light and fiery, becauſe (faith he) 
It was a token of Grace and Fear, The 
Cloud which was /ight and fiery, was 
a Symbol of Favour and Fury, and 
God did thereby ſignify, that he would 
be a Light to lead Iſrael when they 

obedient- 


Oratis 
ad hort. 
ad gent, 
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obbediently followed his Conduct, but 
that he would be à Fire to conſume them 
if they were froward, perverſe, and 
rebellious. | 
We have the Angel of the Covenant 
to go before us to the Promiſed Land, 
but when we follow- him, it muſt Le 
with Fear. Exod. 21. 20. 27. Behold 
ſend an Angel before thee to keep thee 
in the way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared. Beware 
of him, and obey his Voice, provoke him 
not : for he will not pardon your Tranſ- 
grefſions : for my Name is in him. This 
was not a created Angel, but Jeſus 
Chriſt the Angel of the Covenant, be- 
cauſe God enjoyns them to be 2ware 
of him, not to provoke him, and the 
Name of God is faid to be in him. 
God's Name which is Incommunicalle 
to a Creature, is i» Chriſt, becauſe he 
has all the ſame Eſſential Perfettions 
with God, and all that is knowable 
in God for our Direction and Comfort, 
is unveil'd and laid open to us in him. 
As this Angel led Iſrael through the 
Wilderneſs to the Land of Canaan, ſo 
he guides all Believers through the 
Wilderneſs of this World till they come 
to Heaven, He ſympathizes with them 
"1 in 
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in all their Temptatious and Afﬀitions, 
yet they muſt be aware of him, and 
muſt fear before him. In his Love 
and in his Pity he redeems them from 
Eternal Wrath, yet they muſt not pro- 
voke him by their Sins, becauſe when 
they tread awry, he will bring them 
under the Rod of Diſcipline and not 
let them go uncorrected. He bears 
them up under all their Burdens, and 
comforts them in all their Diſtreſſes, 
and yet they muſt obey his Voice. 
When we follow thzs Angel as our Mer- 
ciful Leader, we muſt ſerve him with 
fear, and rejoice in him with trembling. 
When we rejoice in his Mercy, we muſt 
tremble becauſe of our own Sins. When 
we rejoice becauſe his Compaſſions to- 
wards us are infinite, we muſt tremble 
becauſe we are ſo forward to wander 
from the way. When we rejoice be- 

cauſe he will not forſake or caſt us 
oft for ever, we muſt then fear to of- 
fend him. This is a Fear that will 
never damp our Joy, and we are in a 
bleſſed Frame when we have this Fear 
always. | 

5. We muſt not truſt to our own Expe- 
riences, but we mult chuſe the Promiſes 
of God for the Stay of our Souls, and 


for 
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for our daily Food. It is by every Word 
that proceedeth out of the Mouth of 
God that we muſt live. Matth. 4. 4. 
Man ſhall not live by Bread alone, but 
by every Word that proceedeth out of 
the Mouth of God. Natural Bread is 
the Stay of a Man's Natural Life, and 
therefore it is called a Staff, Levit. 26. 
26. Pſal. 105. 16. Exech. 4. 16. Ch. 
5. 16. Ch. 14. 13. That which Na- 
tural Bread is to the Natural Life, the 

— ſame is the Promiſe of God to the Spi- 
| 5 ritual Liſe. The Promiſe as it brings 
8 Chriſt to us is the Szaff upon which 
we mult dean, and it is the Food of our 
Souls, We mult remember our Expe- 
riences, but we cannot {ive by them 
. without the Promiſes of, God. Our 
Experiences may be greatly improved 
| for the ncouragement of our Faith, but 
they cannot be a Foundation for it. The 
Remembrance of our former Food may 
incourage us to expect the ſame Provi- 
fin from God : but of its ſelf it cannot 
be a preſent Support to our Spiritual 
Life. It is the Promiſe of God that 
nouriſhes our Souls as it conveys the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt to us. When a Man 
has no Word of Promiſe to feed upon, 
he has then neither Liſe nor the Light 


of Liſe, but is dead in Sin, and is un- 
der Darkneſs. The Promiſe or rather 
Chriſt in the Promiſe is the Staff of our 
Spiritual Life, and when we ay our 
ſelves upon it we may then exped that 
our Light ſhall not be ec/zps d, but ſhall 
grow brighter. We muſt only va- 
lue our Experiences becauſe they are 
according to the Promiſes of God: but 
when we reſt upon the Promiſes of 
 Godonely and barely for the ſake of our 

Experiences, we then make way for our 
Trouble. Itis well when we have our 
Faith in the Promiſe of God ſtrengthen d 
becauſe of our Experience, but it is bet- 
ter when we go down to our Experi- 
ence by the Promiſe, or when we take a 
view of our Experience as it is a fruit of 
the Promiſe. When we relie on the Pro- 
miſe merely becauſe of our Experience, 
our Faith will then ſoon be ſtaggered. 
Pſ. 106. 11. The Waters covered their 
Enemies : tbere was not one of them left. 
When a great Deliverance was effected 
for Hracl by the Deſtruction of the 
Egyptians, they then believed the Truth 
of Gods Promiſes. Ver. 12. Then le- 
lieved they bis Wards, they ſang his 
Praiſe, They now believed the Words 


or Promiſes of God becauſe of heir 
L Ex- 
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Experience, What became of this Faith 
of theirs which was built primarily on 
their Experience, and onely on the Pro- 
| miſes becauſe of their Experience? I an- 
| ſwer. Tt ſunk down into Unbelzef. Ver. 
| 13. They ſoon forgat his Works, they 
| waited not for his Counſel, When we 
reſt upon the Promiſe oxely becauſe of 
| 


our Experience, then when our Expe- 
rience fails our Faith will flag. Our 
Experience may ſtrengthen our Faith : 
but it is not our Experience but the Pro- 
miſe of God that muſt be the Ground. 
| work of our Faith. We muſt careful- 
| ly treafure up our Experiences, and they 
may be of great uſe to us many ways : 
but we muſt not build our Faith upon 
| 7 hem. | | 
. | 6. We muſt live as much upon 
j Chriſt when we proſper in our Souls, 
have a Pardon ſealed up to our Con- 
ſcience and Peace following it, as when 
we are in the greateſt Extremity from 
the Senſe of Guilt. When the Apo- 
ſtle had ſeen great and wonderful 
things, yet he profeſſes that it was 
purely by the Faith of the Son of God 
that he drew his Spiritual Breath every 
moment. Gal. 2. 20. The Life which J 
nom live is the Fleſh, I live by the 
* . Faith 
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Faith of the Son of God. He knew no | 
other way of living a Spiritual Life, 
but by the Faith of the Son of God. 
When we are under the Convictious of 
Guilt, we then run to Chriſt : but when 
the Storm is laid, and when our Souls 
are a little quieted, we then grow care- 
leſs about putting forth new As of 
Faith on Chriſt. Chriſt ſeldom hears 


from us bur when we are under the 


Fears of Wrath, and are plung'd into 
Diſtreſs. This is a wrong way we take, 
and it is highly prejudicial to the Pro- 
ſperity of our Souls. It is as neceſſary 
for us when we are in Peace to act Faith 
on Chriſt to lengthen out our Tranquili- 
ty that we may not come into Trouble, 
as it is neceſſary for us to come to 
Chriſt for Relief when we are in the 
greateſt Trouble. When our Light en- 
creaſes we mult riſe higher in our Faith. 
The Righteouſneſs of Chriſtin the Goſ- 
pel is revealed from Faith to Faith. Rom. 

1717. | 
As there is a Revelation made of 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt from Faith 
to Faith, fo under 4 progreſſive and 

clearer Revelation of his Righteouſneſs 
our Faith muſt take a faſter hold of him 
When, God by his tavour makes our* 
| Moun- 
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=. Mountain to ſtand ſtrong, if we would 
4 not be troubled, we muſt then claſp 
ahout Chriſt as cloſely, when the Can- 
ale of God ſhines upon. 'our Heads and 
| the Secret of the Lord is in our Taber- 
_ *wacle, as we deſire to do, when our 
| Sins are ever before us, when the Ter- 
rote of Hel take hold of us, and when 
| -46 little but Frowns 1 in the Face of 
| Go 
3 If we would.maiatain and not loſe 
the Proſperity of our Souls, we muſt 
labour to be more circumſpett and un- 
Hamable in our Converſation, we muſt 
ſtrive to be more aud more cruciſy'd to 
the World and the fading Excellencies . 
bol it, we mult live in the Expectation 
olf Spiritual Conflifts and Troubles, we 
| | muſt get our Hearts fill d with 4 Fear 
which is oppoſite to finful Security, we 
muſt not truſt to our own Experiences, 
but muſt build our Faith on the Pro- 
miſes of God, and we mult live as much 
upon Chriſt by Faith when our Souls 
proſper as When we are in the greateſt 
Diſtreſs. If we would have Joy and 
Peace inbelieving, we muſt then from 
day to day live by the Faith of the 
6a of God. 24 0 19 2 
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